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An Effort to Revive Deen in Totality

THE POSITION OF THE BEARD IN
[SLAM

There are many authentic Ahaadith reported regarding the importance of keeping a beard according to the sunnah

length and not shaving or trimming it. Rasulullah JzZ.E&fle prohibited the ummah from resembling the Jews, Fire

worshippers and the Mushrikeen (polytheists) who shave or trim the beards.

Below are some of the Mubaarak Ahaadith that have been reported regarding the beard:

Hadith One:
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Rasulullah 3z54: said, “Oppose the (way of the) mushrikeen - remove the moustaches completely and lengthen the beards.”

Hadith Two:
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Rasulullah Jz5.¢:5% said, “Trim the moustaches (i.e. till the point where the skin beneath is visible) and lengthen the beards -
oppose the (way of the) fire worshippers.”

Hadith Three:
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Nabi 12564\ said, “Remove the moustaches completely and lengthen the beards, and do not resemble the Jews.”

Hadith Four:
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Rasulullah 125464 said, “Indeed, the people of shirk lengthen their moustaches and remove their beards, so oppose them -

therefore lengthen the beards and remove the moustaches.”

Hadith Five:
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Rasulullah 3254 said, “Indeed from the pure, natural way of Islam is to bath on the day of jumu’ah, to cleanse the mouth with
the miswaak, to shorten the moustache, and to lengthen the beard, for indeed the fire worshippers lengthen their moustaches and

remove their beards, so oppose them - shorten your moustaches and lengthen your beards.”




Hadith Six:
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A man from the fire worshippers once came to Rasulullah 4545\ in the condition that he had shaved his beard and lengthened
his moustache. Rasulullah 12545\ asked him, “What is this (i.e. why have you shaved your beard)?” The fire worshipper

replied, “This is a practice in our deen.” Rasulullah 3=545e53{ i responded, “The teaching of our deen (of Islam) is that we should

remove the moustache and lengthen the beard.”

Hadith Seven:
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Hazrat Ibnu Umar &2gis; reports, “Rasulullah 5.5 commanded us to remove the moustaches completely and lengthen the

beards.”

Hadith Eight:
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Nabi 3405 said, “Oppose the (way of the) mushrikeen - lengthen the beards and remove the moustaches.” It is reported that

when Hazrat Ibnu Umar &=&is; would perform haj or umrah, then he would grip his beard in his fist and trim whatever amount of
the beard exceeded a fist-length.

Hadith Nine:
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Rasulullah 32564 said, “Trim the moustaches (i.e. until the skin beneath becomes visible) and lengthen the beards.”

Hadith Ten:
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The two envoys of Chosroes (the Persian Emperor) entered the presence of Rasulullah 32544\ in the condition that they had
shaved their beards and lengthened their moustaches, hence Rasulullah 4.5 disliked looking at them (and thus turned his
mubaarak face away from them). After some time, Rasulullah 1254%:5\% turned towards them and said to them, “Woe to the two of
you! Who instructed you to do this (i.e. shave your beards and lengthen your moustaches)?” The two of them replied, “Our lord (i.e.
Chosroes) commanded us to do this.” Thereupon, Rasulullah 725465\ said, “However, my Lord (i.e. Allah 15;25%) has certainly

commanded me to lengthen my beard and to shorten my moustache.”

From the abovementioned Ahaadith, we see the great position which the beard holds in deen, as well as the severe
prohibitions that are reported from Rasulullah Jz.E4le regarding the ummah resembling the Jews, Fire worshippers
and Mushrikeen (polytheists) in shaving or trimming the beard. It is for this reason that according to the Imaams of
all the four Mazhabs, it is compulsory for a male to grow the beard according to the sunnah length (i.e. to a fist-
length).

In today’s times, since shaving the beard and trimming it are part of the kuffaar culture world-wide, it is vitally

important for Muslims to refrain from adopting the ways of the kuffaar and firmly hold onto the mubaarak sunnah of

Rasulullah Jz5.Eie.
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