lhyaaud-Deen

An Effort to Revive Deen in Totality

Introduction:

Previously, with the grace of Allah 1&;33\%, the topic of preparation for salaah, istinjaa, etc was discussed. This week,

the method of performing salaah will be discussed, and this is relatively more important.
The Key to Jannah

We all know that every door has a key, and if a person wishes to open a particular door, then he will require the
correct key for that door. Allah 3 has made it such that the key to His mercy is dua. Rasulullah Jz5.4f

mentioned:

il lade slel

Dua (i.e. turning to Allah 3&;35G earnestly, in humility) is the key to the mercy of Allah 3535,
After mentioning the above, Rasulullah 1Z5.&5{e said:
3hall like 55040l
And the key to open the door of salaah is wudhu.

Thereafter, Rasulullah Jz.&5{e said:

il -lais $lalls

And Salaah is the key to Jannah.'
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If a person does not have the key of Jannah, then he will not be able to open it and enter it. Hence, Allah 135 has
given salaah such a lofty position in deen that there is no other action from the fundamental actions of deen which

has been referred to as the key to Jannah besides salaah.
The First Question on the Day of Qiyaamah

Salaah holds such great importance in a believer’s life that the Hadith mentions that it is the first thing regarding
which a person will be questioned on the Day of Qiyaamah. If he passes the test of salaah then there is hope that he
will pass the other tests regarding the other departments of deen. However, if he fails the test in this department of

deen, then there is great concern that he will fail the test in the other departments of deen as well.

Allah 355355 will say to the angels, “Examine his salaah.” If he performed his salaah correctly then he will be
rewarded accordingly. However, if he did not fulfil the obligation correctly and performed the salaah in a deficient
manner, then Allah 35355 will tell the angels to look at the sunnah and nafl salaah that he performed during his
life. Thereafter, the sunnah and nafl salaah will be taken to make up and compensate for the deficiency in the fardh.
If all his sunnah and nafl can compensate for the deficiency in his fardh, then he will pass the test and he will be
successful. However, if he did not fulfil the fardh correctly, and his sunnah and nafl salaah cannot compensate for

the deficiency in his fardh salaah, then he will be in severe constraints and difficulties on the Day of Qiyaamah.?
From this Hadith, we understand that the benchmark for a person’s success is his salaah.
The Salaah Either Making Dua for One or Cursing Him

It is mentioned in the Hadith that when a person performs his salaah on the prescribed time (according to the
sunnah in the musjid), with a proper wudhu, he performs the postures correctly (qiyaam, rukoo, sajdah, etc.) and he

performs the salaah with devotion and concentration, then that salaah becomes a means of mercy for him.

The Hadith mentions that this salaah will rise up in a most beautiful form and it will make dua for him. It will make
dua saying, “May Allah 1&;3% safeguard you as you have safeguarded me.” The salaah will then rise up to Allah

Q&35 and gain acceptance.

On the contrary, if a person performs the salaah in a haphazard manner, not fulfilling the requirements for the
completion and perfection of the salaah (e.g. the wudhu was performed incorrectly, the postures were not carried
out correctly, there is no concentration and devotion, etc.), then on completing the salaah, it rises up in a dark and

ugly form. It begins to curse him saying, “May Allah (5355 destroy you as you have destroyed me!”

0 Lt of Lefl (sis 3300 (3 ot 1odsl smg SO oy o Ly i 208 33hall wblosl n bl gy sy o1 el Lo sl 0] 208 (s e 1 o o 8 053 50 of
(AT 23 gl gf i) o515 e JleeWI g ¢ aelas o aniar b (suad 15dT 10 g olas o OO £ 5k pm o) b 19,001 16 et Lgae sl OIS7 0y s &) oo 2ub ilST



Thereafter, it rises slightly, to the extent that Allah 135\ wishes, and is then turned into an ugly form and flung
onto his face like an old, dirty rag. This salaah is rejected by Allah 1&;3:\%, and instead of becoming a means for his

mercy, acceptance and reward, it becomes a means for him being cursed and a means for his destruction.’
Importance of Performing Salaah in the Sunnah Manner

The most important obligation in this entire structure of Islam is salaah. Thus, we must invest in our salaah and
learn how to perform our salaah according to the sunnah. Rasulullah 7. took this very seriously and
instilled the importance of salaah into the hearts of the Sahaabah #zgi. Rasulullah J25.%4{(> addressed the

Sahaabah #z4is; saying:

Perform salaah as you see me performing salaah.”

oz

In other words, Rasulullah 45424 did not merely tell the Sahaabah #ediz; to perform salaah. Rather, he told

them to ensure that their salaah conformed to his sunnah manner of performing salaah.

In the Qur’aan Majeed, Allah 135 commands us to establish salaah. This can be understood through the example
of a person opening a business. When opening the business, he will not merely run the business, but he will work

hard to establish the business, as it is when the business is established that it will make money for him.

In the same way, when salaah is established and deeply rooted in the life of a believer, it will transform his life into
gold. When he does anything, he will find barakah and blessings, as his entire life will be engulfed and infused with

the noor of the salaah in his life.
Salaah is a Light
In the Hadith, Rasulullah J%5.5{l mentioned:

45 Sl

Salaah is a light.

In other words, salaah has the power to illuminate your heart, life, business, domestic life, social life, etc - but this is

provided that one honours the salaah by fulfilling the rights of the salaah.

LSl i 1 55 B o 2y Cor s Ladgmns LSy Loty Leald U @y Lagsog U dly Leyd DLl o on 1oy ade ) oo 0 Jgy JB 206 L oy il 0 ®

LS el dl ol o ST g gt LS s 1o Ballie clagur pg cor it L Vs LessS Vs Legn U oo dg Laegiog Wb iy b ey ) DLl o oy sl
(¥ 30 i3 gl Lo Y1 mall) ey s o ¢ G o) iy

LSF cpoe Wo izl 05 5f Wlal Ligral 5 6T b Lol Wiy Loy ooy ade ) o ) 5 OIS 8y Loy e e Ladls Oppline 2t 4y oy ade 0 o 00 ) T e e
(@) o) (ST (Sasdy (ST (S 03506 B3all o 136 ol (35mnly LS lokoy Wil Y 5 Lgladonl oLl S35 gy nsaley b Il (ST (1] gy} 106 6L G bty
(v )

(YYY 50 chos o) oo BDlally L OLEY) Sl jpeball tolay ade 1 o &1 Jgury JU 2 J6 a1 Bl T e ®



Salaah with Jamaat in the Musjid being from the Sunan-e-Huda

In one Hadith, Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood 42iz; mentioned, “If you want to meet Allah (5;35% on the Day of
Qiyaamabh in the state that Allah 3535\ is pleased with you, then the way to acquire this success is to perform your

five daily salaah in the musjid.”

He then said, “In the time of Rasulullah J5.%4f=, the Sahaabah #efiz, would ensure that all their five daily fardh
salaah would be performed behind Rasulullah Jz54€4{ie in the musjid. The fardh salaah is among the sunan-e-huda

practices of deen.”

The sunan-e-huda are the prescribed acts of deen which Allah 1535 has prescribed as part of the actual deen of
Islam. Without practising upon the sunan-e-huda practices, one’s deen will remain incomplete and one will be
punished by Allah 1553\ for leaving them out. Furthermore, practising on the sunan-e-huda is a means for a
person to receive guidance from Allah (&35, Hence, in this Hadith, Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood %4, mentions

that performing the fardh salaah with jamaat in the musjid is among the sunan-e-huda practices.

Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood 424 then mentioned that though every Sahaabi had a designated place in his home
where he performed his tahajjud salaah and other nafl salaah, they all ensured that they performed the fardh
salaah in jamaat in the musjid. Even if a Sahaabi was extremely weak and sick, he never performed his fardh salaah
at home. Rather, he would take support from two people, one on either side, and come to the musjid in this manner

to perform his salaah.

Hazrat Ibnu Mas’ood &4, thereafter said that the only people who would omit coming to the musjid for the
congregational salaah were the munaafigeen - the open hypocrites. They were not believers, so they would not

come to the musjid for salaah - especially the esha and fajr salaah.

In the time of Rasulullah J&54&4{iz, there were no electrical lights, and so it was dark at the time of esha and fajr.
This made it difficult to come for esha and fajr. Hence, Rasulullah 1.4l gave glad tidings for the person who
comes for esha and fajr in the darkness saying, “Give the glad tidings of complete noor on the Day of Qiyaamah for

those people who walk in darkness (coming to the musjid to perform their fardh salaah with jamaat).”

Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood £24iz; then mentioned, “Performing the fardh salaah with jamaat in the musjid is the

way of Rasulullah Jz54€4{(%, and if you leave out the way of Rasulullah J4£4{, you will be astray.”

Hence, to acquire the full benefit and virtue of the salaah, we must perform it in the manner, place and time taught

to us by Rasulullah J&. e,
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The Burning Desire in the Heart of Rasulullah Jz5.54({ for the Males and Females of His Ummah

It was the heartfelt desire of Rasulullah 544 that the males of his ummah should perform their fardh salaah

with jamaat in the musjid, and the females should perform their salaah in the confines of their homes.

Hazrat Ummu Humaid @&, the wife of Hazrat Abu Humaid As-Saa’idi £egis;, once came to Rasulullah Jzs.@4iie

and said, “0 Rasulullah 4z.&4{iz, I long to perform salaah behind you.”

Rasulullah 5.4 replied, “I am aware that you long and desire to perform salaah behind me. However, your
salaah in the inner portion of your bedroom is more rewarding than your salaah in your bedroom. Your salaah in
your bedroom is more rewarding than your salaah in any other part of your home. Your salaah in your home is
more rewarding than your salaah in the musjid of your locality. Your salaah in the musjid of your locality is more

rewarding than your salaah in my musjid (i.e. Musjidun Nabawi).”

Hazrat Ummu Humaid Gz5i; (in compliance and obedience with the mubaarak desire of Rasulullah Jasadedfie)
instructed that a small area be reserved for her salaah in the innermost and darkest portion of her bedroom, and

she would devotedly perform all her salaah in that area until the end of her life.®
Hadith Regarding First Saff and Azaan

Rasulullah J5.45{e mentioned that if people only knew the immense reward for performing salaah in the first saff
and for calling out the azaan, they would fight among themselves and draw lots to decide who will acquire this

honour and reward.’

In this regard, it is mentioned that when Hazrat Sa’d 224is; was conquering the land of Qaadisiyyah, then during
the battle, the mu’azzin was injured. Since he was injured and could not call out the azaan, the other Muslims began

to fight with one another over who would receive the honour of calling out the azaan.

Hence, when they came to Hazrat Sa’'d 424 for him to decide who should call out the azaan, then in keeping with
this Hadith, he instructed them to draw lots, and the person whose lot was drawn received the honour of calling out

the azaan."
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Admonition for Preceding the Imaam in Salaah

It is not permissible for any mugqtadi to precede the imaam in salaah by going into any posture before the imaam.
Preceding the imaam in salaah is a major sin. Rasulullah 4424l mentioned in the Hadith that if a person does

this, there is fear that Allah 135 will change his face into the face of a donkey."

In this regard, it is mentioned that in one era, there was a person teaching Hadith. When teaching this Hadith, he
doubted this Hadith, so he decided to test it out. Since he was an Aalim, his conducting in this manner was far worse

than a normal person who conducts in this manner.

As soon as he did this, Allah 15355 transformed his face into the face of a donkey. Thereafter, out of
embarrassment and shame, he would conceal his face when coming out to teach the students Hadith. After some
while had passed, he one day showed his face to the students and informed them of what had happened. He told
them that he had deliberately preceded the imaam in salaah to test this Hadith, and as a consequence for
disrespecting the Hadith of Rasulullah {544z and doubting what Rasulullah Jz5.€4{ie had said, this was the

outcome of his action."
The Bedouin who Rushed in Salaah

On one occasion, a Bedouin entered Musjid-un-Nabawi, performed salaah very hastily, and then came to Rasulullah

144l and made salaam. Rasulullah J4E4 (e replied to his salaam and then said to him, “Go back and perform

salaah again, for you have not performed salaah.”

The Sahaabi thus returned and performed the salaah for the second time in the same manner. Thereafter, when he
came and greeted Rasulullah 4.£4{iz, then Rasulullah 4424 replied and sent him back again, saying the same

words, “Go back and perform salaah again, for you have not performed salaah.”

This occurred three times, until on the fourth instance, he asked Rasulullah Jz5.&4{i% to teach him how to perform
the salaah correctly and to show him his mistake. Rasulullah J54&4{ then taught him to perform salaah with
ta’deel-e-arkaan - remaining in ease in each posture, without any movement, before proceeding to the next

posture.

Thereafter, Rasulullah JZ4E4{(& told him that if he rushes in salaah and omits the ta’deel-e-arkaan, then his salaah

will be deficient. Since ta’deel-e-arkaan is waajib, sajdah sahw will have to be performed in the end.”
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