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Foreword - Hazrat Mufti
Ebrahim Salejee (Daamat
barakaatuhu)

All praise is due to Allah (3% and may His choicest salutations
continue to descend upon our Leader and Master Muhammad
Izl till the end of time and beyond.

No amount of appreciation will ever be enough for his countless
favours upon us. From amongst the greatest favours bestowed
upon us is imaan and the blessing of being from the blessed
Ummah of Nabi Jz&d{e. There exists nothing but beauty,
perfection, ease, respect in every aspect of the life of Nabi
We are shown the importance of the masaajid and attending
salaah in the musjid from the practical demonstration of
Sayyiduna Rasulullah J&.E&{le. Upon reaching Madinah
Munawwarah, the first place established by Nabi J&.fifie was
the musjid. The lives of the Sahaabah #zdis; centered around
the musjid, and the musjid has always been the nucleus of

Muslim society.

In times of difficulty, our musjid is the place where we seek
refuge, where we find solace and comfort. The musjid is the
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FOREWORD

source of strength for our imaan in facing all adverse conditions.
Our hearts are attached to the musjid and our lives revolve
around it.

Sayyiduna Rasulullah &4l has said: “The most beloved
places to Allah (&35 are the masaajid and the most disliked
places are the markets.” [Muslim 671]

When frequenting the musjid, a Muslim is in the protection of
Allah &34, the All Powerful Protector.

Sayyiduna Rasulullah Jz.E4{le said: “Three people are under
the protection of Allah (3%, If they live, He will provide for
them and suffice them for their needs and if they pass away, He
will grant them entry into Jannah. Whoever enters his home and
greets with Assalamu Alaikum is under the protection of Allah
A&5355; whoever leaves for the musjid is under the protection of
Allah 3535 and whoever goes out in the Path of Allah J&3(% is
under the protection of Allah 1&3\%. [Ibn Hibban 499; Abu
Dawud 2486]

Sayyiduna Salmaan &ediy; narrates that Sayyiduna Rasulullah
Jakdile  said: “Whomsoever performs wudhu at  home
properly, then proceeds to the musjid is the guest of Allah
A5G, It is the obligation of the host to honour his guest.

[Tabrani; At-Targhib 2:214; Majma’ 2114]

Performing salaah in the musjid is thus extremely central and
important to a Muslim and should be a practice that we
persevere upon as well as impress the importance upon the
younger generation and the Ummabh at large.
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FOREWORD

This kitaab thus published is discussing fundamental aspects of
our Deen. May Allah 135 accept the efforts in compiling this
kitaab and may he make it a means of reviving the spirit of Deen
in the Ummah and the spirit of attending the masaajid once
again and may he make it a means of our salvation in both
worlds by granting us a special relationship with him and our
beloved Rasullullah Jz. k4.

Wassalaam

(Mufti) Ebrahim Salejee
Madrasah Taleemuddeen, Isipingo Beach
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Foreword - Hazrat Moulana

Abdul Hamid Ishaaq (Daamat
barakaatuhu)

All praises belong solely to Allaah 1535, the Creator, Nourisher,
Sustainer, Who has blessed us with the Great Gift of Namaaz, by
which we can make direct contact with Him and to Whom we all
have to return! Salaat o Salaam (Special Salutations and Peace)
be upon our honourable Master, Sayyedunaa Muhammadur
Raasulullaah, his family, all the Sahaabaa e Kiraam #z&is; and all
who follow him in a good way till the Day of Qiyaamah. Aamien.

Ma'shaAllah and Mubaarak! What a superb presentation on the
great importance of namaaz with Jamaat in the Masaajid and the
great harms of not performing Namaaz in the Masjid without
Shar'i reasons. Supplemented with this practical application by
the great man of Allaah J&3% who upheld the Dien and
particularly in this kitaab the performance of Namaaz with
Jamaat in the Masaajid! A very great and important need for the
Ummat has been fulfilled especially during these times when
people are distancing themselves from the Masaajid and Dien.
Namaaz and the Masaajid are the solutions to our problems, but
unfortunately, we have been brainwashed to think of them as the
cause of problems?! Ma'shaAllah this kitaab goes all the way to
prove the truth and reality. Falillaahil Hamd!
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FOREWORD

Upholding Namaaz with it's requisites is one of the great shi'aar
of Allaah (&35 and practical Islam! A kitaab very well
researched and very well presented! May Allaah (G553 make it
most beneficial for the whole Ummat, give us all toufieq to make
proper amal and may Allaah Jallajalaaluhu fully, fully accept it.
Aamien! Aamien! Aamien!!! Wal Hamdu Lillaahi Was Salaatu Was
Salaamu ala Sayidinaa Muhammad Jz5. €.

(Moulana) Abdul Hamid
Azaadville

11 Safar 1442

29 September 2020



FOREWORD

Foreword — Hazrat Moulana
Shabbir Saloojee (Daamat
barakaatuhu)

All praise is due to Allah (3%, and may peace and blessings be
upon our master Hazrat Muhammad J&5:&5{ie and the noble
Sahaba #24i,. Allah J&25% says in the Qur’an-e-Kareem:

oS o I35y 35590 1ty 5ol il

And establish Salah, give Zakah, and bow down with those who bow
down. (al-Bagarah:43)

Being the second of Islam's five pillars, there is no doubt that
Salah holds a fundamental position in Islam. It is for this reason
that certain ahadith mention Salah as being the criterion
between Iman and Kufr.

Like many other ayaat and ahadith, the ayah mentioned above
uses the word "ageemu", which refers to fully establishing Salah
while fulfilling all its due rights. These rights include performing
wudhu in accordance with the dictates of the Sunnah, thereafter
proceeding to the masjid-for men especially, given that there is a
masjid in the vicinity-then performing Salah with the
congregation in the manner taught to us by Rasulullah
Jzsadie, such as standing in straight rows and leaving no gaps

in between.
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FOREWORD

If one looks into the life of our master Rasulullah Jz4E4{iz, one
will see that the first action that Nabi Jz. &4 carried out on
reaching Quba was to establish a Masjid. Thereafter, on reaching
Madinah Munawwarah, Nabi Jz. £l immediately established
al-Masjid al-Nabawi 4 off Gl sl s,

In this action of our Beloved Nabi J54&4le there is a pertinent
lesson for the Ummah, which is that a Muslim's life should
revolve around Salah and the masjid. Another hadith mentions
that amongst those people who will be under the Arsh of Allah
A5 on the Day of Judgement is a person whose heart was
attached to the masaajid.

In the era of Rasulullah J&5. 4o, the Sahabah #cdls gave
particular importance to performing Salah in the masjid, and
only an open hypocrite dared to stay away from the
congregation.

In perusing the history of Islam, one will find that many
pandemics and plagues afflicted the Muslim Ummah, but one will
not find that they had resorted to closing the masajid or
performing Salah with gaps between each other. On the one
hand, we cry for unity in the Ummah, while on the other, we
commit those very acts which Rasulullah J&.Ed{le warned
would disunite the Ummah, such as not giving importance to
straightening the rows in Salah. Another hadith clearly states
that shaytan occupies gaps left between those in Salah, and we
are all aware that shaytan's primary goal is to disunite and
fragment the Ummah.
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It is heartbreaking to witness how fast we resort to
compromising the laws of Shari'ah as the religion of Allah ;3=
become so paltry in our eyes, that we are ready to twist and
change it?

May Allah 535 guide us and keep us steadfast upon His Din. Amin

I commend Mufti Zakariyya bin Hafez Sulayman Makda
hafidhahullah, an Ustadh of Hadith and Figh at Darul Uloom
Isipingo Beach, for this great work. In it, he has explained this
subject in the light of both the Qur'an-e-Kareem and the Ahadith
Mubarakah. He also sheds light on the different views of the
great Fuqaha in the interpretation of "establishing" Salah, as well
as on the importance of performing Salah in congregation.

These are indeed challenging circumstances which have befallen
the Ummah in which masajid are being closed. Furthermore,
anyone who comes to the masjid is forced to perform Salah with
a large gap between him and the next person. All of this is being
carried out with the slogan of establishing the Sunnah and for
the sake of unity, not realising that the remedy being presented
is, in reality, the cause of the disease itself.

Finally, I make dua and ask Allah J&3E to reward Mufti
Zakariyya Makda, Hadhrat Mufti Ebrahim sahib madda zilluhu,
and everyone at Darul Uloom Isipingo Beach for this admirable
work and make it a means of guidance for the Ummabh at large c.I.

(Moulana) Shabbir Ahmed Saloojee 415y & ,&

Darul Uloom Zakariyya
16 Safar 1442 AH (04 October 2020)
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INTRODUCTION

All praise is due to Allah 1535, the Rabb of the worlds, and may
His choicest salutations and salaams descend upon His final
messenger, Hazrat Rasulullah Jz54%5%, upon his household, his
illustrious companions #z&iz; and upon all those who follow

them until the Day of Judgment.

Allah 13 sent Hazrat Rasulullah Jzs.&s{ie with the Quraan
Majeed, the book of guidance, and the mubaarak sunnah, the
commentary of the Quraan Majeed. Without acquiring the
knowledge of the mubaarak sunnah, one will not succeed in fully

understanding the Quraan Majeed.

Hazrat Abu Hurairah £zl reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
14l said, “I have left among you two sources (of guidance).
As long as you hold fast to them, you will never be misguided.

(They are) the book of Allah and my sunnah.”

From this Hadith, we understand that the Quraan and sunnah are

the primary sources of guidance for this Ummah. As long as the

£ \
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INTRODUCTION

Ummah firmly holds onto the Quraan and sunnah, they will
remain on the path of guidance. However, just as Allah 1353
has made the Quraan and sunnah a means of guidance for the
Ummah, similarly Allah (3% has made the lives of the

Sahaabah #z4is; a means of guidance.

In one Hadith, Hazrat Rasulullah JZ5.&4{i said, “My Sahaabah
are like (guiding) stars. Whichever one of them you follow, you

will be rightly guided.”?

The reason for Hazrat Rasulullah &€l commanding the
Ummah to follow the way of the Sahaabah #ziis; is that Allah
A3 had blessed them to be the first recipients of the Quraan
and sunnah. They acquired Deen directly from Hazrat Rasulullah
Josakdile, and through remaining in his mubaarak company,

they understood Deen the best.

Thus, whenever any difference arises in the Ummah, then the
Ummah is required to refer to the general practice of the
Sahaabah #%4is to see how they had understood and practised

Deen.

On account of the recent lock down and the masaajid being shut

down by the government, many Muslims commenced performing

Y
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INTRODUCTION

salaah within their homes. Even the Jumu’ah Salaah began to be

performed in homes and other various venues.

In this period, though some people were excused from
performing salaah in the masaajid due to the masaajid being
locked, now that the restrictions have been lifted and the
masaajid are open, many people still continue to perform their
fardh salaah and even Jumu’ah Salaah in their homes and other
venues. They have become quite comfortable with performing
salaah in their homes and feel that as long as the fardh salaah is
performed with jamaat, it is sufficient and one is absolved of the
obligation. They feel that one does not need to go to the musjid

to perform salaah with jamaat.

The purpose of this book is to explain the importance of
performing salaah in the musjid in order for one to fulfil one’s
Deeni obligation correctly. Many incidents of the Sahaabah
#efiez;, Taabi’een gz, Tab-e-Taabi’een {4z and the Salaf
have been presented which highlight the great importance that
these esteemed personalities attached to performing salaah in

the musjid.

Apart from this, we have recorded some of the severe warnings
that have been sounded in the Mubaarak Ahaadith for those who
omit performing salaah with jamaat in the musjid. At the end of

the kitaab, we have included some of the fataawa of our Akaabir
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INTRODUCTION

3T so -

0.4z in regard to performing the fardh salaah at home or at

other places besides the musjid.

We make dua that Allah 15355 accepts this humble effort and
makes it a means of people coming onto the sunnah of Hazrat
Rasulullah J&.dfle through performing their salaah in the

musjid.

(Mufti) Zakariyya Makada
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CHAPTER ONE

Salaah - The Center Pillar of
Islam

After imaan, the most fundamental and important pillar of Islam
is salaah. Hazrat Rasulullah Jz54E4{zsaid, “Salaah is the (center)
pillar of Deen.” Similarly, Hazrat Rasulullah 1z« E4{ie said, “The

key to Jannabh is salaah.”

Salaah could be described as the nucleus of the entire Deen, just
as the heart is the nucleus of the human body. It is an established
fact that improving the quality of the heart leads to the quality
of health in the entire body improving. Accordingly, improving
the quality of one’s salaah and perfecting it leads to the
improvement and perfection of one’s entire Deen.
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CHAPTER ONE

Apart from this, the first thing regarding which a person will be
questioned on the Day of Qiyaamah will be salaah. Hazrat
Abdullah bin Qurt #efis; reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
14kl said, “The first thing regarding which a person will be
questioned on the Day of Qiyaamah will be salaah. If this is found
to be in order, then the rest of his deeds will also be in order. If
his salaah is deficient, then the rest of his deeds will also be

deficient.”

THE UNIQUE POSITION OF SALAAH IN
DEEN

While every aspect of the Deen of Islam is sanctified, from all the
acts of worship in Deen, salaah is ranked the highest and is
regarded as the key to Jannah.

Furthermore, Hazrat Rasulullah J5:4fle received this great gift
of salaah in a manner that was unique compared to all the other
Deeni obligations.

When one examines the other Deeni obligations, whether it be
fasting, discharging zakaat, performing hajj, or any other
obligation, one will find that the procedure adopted in conveying
the ibaadah to the Ummah was that Hazrat Jibreel ¥z would
bring down wahi (divine revelation) to Hazrat Rasulullah
Asaeiifie.

e o esliol b Y ooy Bl Cadly (A 3 Al JB Y ASA 103 (glpall Lo gV sl
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SALAAH — THE CENTER PILLAR OF ISLAM

However, when it came to salaah, then instead of conveying
salaah to Hazrat Rasulullah J&.ifle via wahi, Allah 16530
called Hazrat Rasulullah JZ5.£4{le on the occasion of Mi’raaj and
blessed him with the gift of salaah.

Hazrat Rasulullah Jz5.E4{e showed special importance to salaah
and regarded the person who totally neglects salaah in his life to
be close to the borders of kufr.

Hazrat Jaabir £eff; reports that Hazrat Rasulullah Jo5.fesific
said, “Neglecting salaah is the dividing factor between the
servant and his getting involved in kufr (i.e. totally neglecting
salaah is the bridge that will lead one to eventually falling into

kufr).”®

SALAAH - THE KEY TO JANNAH

Islam is the only path that leads to the love of Allah 12 and
leads to Jannah. Through practising on Islam, one will earn the

pleasure of Allah {1355 and acquire eternal success.

From all the obligations of Islam, the obligation of salaah ranks
the highest. Rasulullah J&.E4fle said, “Salaah is the key to

Jannah.”

G e g M 1By (YUY B (e
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CHAPTER ONE

In another Hadith, Rasulullah J&5.&4fle said, “Salaah is a noor
(divine light).”® Hence, if one wishes to illuminate his life, then

he should illuminate his life with salaah.

Currently, many countries around the globe are experiencing an
economic recession. In the face of this global crisis, various

schemes and systems are being adopted to boost the economy.

However, in the Quraan Majeed and Mubaarak Hadith, Allah
A3 and His Rasul Jos.Edile have linked the blessings of

sustenance and livelihood to Salaah.

In the Quraan Majeed, Allah ;355 says:

L/Jﬁ/ 25 8

b b
A3 Ead B3 alenly e xhsl 35,0l AUaT5is
Command your family to perform salaah and remain steadfast upon it
(yourself). We do not ask sustenance from you - we provide sustenance

to you.”

Hazrat Abdullah bin Salaam #24%s reports that whenever the

mubaarak household of Rasulullah J5:%4e were afflicted with
financial hardship, Rasulullah Jz5.&4{le would exhort them to

A
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SALAAH — THE CENTER PILLAR OF ISLAM

resort to salaah and would recite the abovementioned verse to

them as well."”

THE MOST IMPORTANT OBLIGATION OF
DEEN

When a person would embrace Islam, then among the first things
that Rasulullah Jz54€4{i> would teach him was salaah."

Rasulullah’s Jz4E{le entire life was dedicated to establishing
salaah in the ummah. When he came to Quba and thereafter to
Madinah Munawwarah, his first and foremost priority in both
places was to establish the musjid and unite people upon

salaah.”

Apart from this, Rasulullah J54E4l> commanded that a musjid

be built in every locality to unite people upon salaah.”

Rasulullah 554642 said, “Salaah is the center pillar of deen.” In

other words, through safeguarding this center pillar, one’s entire
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CHAPTER ONE

deen will remain protected, and through destroying this center

pillar, the entire structure of one’s deen will collapse. ™

Hazrat Aaishah @efiiz; explained the conduct of Rasulullah
Jzsakdile and the importance he showed to performing salaah
in the musjid. She reports, “Within the home, Rasulullah
Ikl would always assist with the chores of the home. But
as soon as he would hear the azaan, he would leave the home,

proceeding to the musjid.”"

On one occasion, the delegation of Thageef came to Rasulullah
Jskdile with the intention of accepting Islam. However, they
requested to be excused from coming out in jihaad, from paying
ushr (giving ten percent of the crop) to the zakaat collector and

from performing salaah.

Rasulullah J54E4{le acceded to their first two requests, but
refused to grant them concession to leave out performing salaah.
Rasulullah J&.E4{le said, “There is no goodness in a religion

wherein there is no salaah.”*¢
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SALAAH — THE CENTER PILLAR OF ISLAM

THE IMPORTANCE OF SALAAH IN THE LIFE
OF HAZRAT UMAR 424l

The importance and significance of salaah was so deeply
entrenched in the hearts of the Sahaabah #<Zis; that even when
they were on their deathbed, they ensured that they upheld the
pillar of salaah.

On the morning that Hazrat Umar i was stabbed, Hazrat
Miswar bin Makhramah izl entered his presence. On
entering, he found Hazrat Umar £edis; unconscious due to the

stab wound.

Hazrat Miswar &efis; asked those present as to whether Hazrat
Umar £24z; had performed his fajr salaah. They replied that he
had not yet regained consciousness, and hence had not

performed his fajr salaah.

Hazrat Miswar %e&s; knew Hazrat Umar’s Zefiz; unwavering
devotion to salaah throughout his entire life. Therefore, Hazrat
Miswar 28z, advised them to wake him up by mentioning to
him that it is the time of salaah. Accordingly, they called out, “O

Ameerul Mu'mineen, your salaah!”

As soon as Hazrat Umar Ledis; heard the word ‘salaah’, he

regained consciousness and exclaimed, “Yes! By Allah! There is

YK
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no share in Islam for the one who neglects his salaah!” Hazrat

Umar &4l thereafter performed his salaah.”

Hazrat Umar 28l also asked, “Did the people perform their
Fajr Salaah (as he was stabbed during the Fajr Salaah)?” He was
told that the people had performed their salaah. It was only then
that Hazrat Umar &4 felt satisfied.'

May Allah 1&3% keep us steadfast on salaah and grant us the
ability to emulate every Sunnah of Rasulullah 1&5.&5{ in every

facet of our lives.
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CHAPTER TWO

Establishment of Salaah

Allah 33 commands the believers in the Quraan Majeed to
safeguard the obligation of salaah as well as establish it in their

lives.

Allah 33 states, “Safeguard your salaah - especially the
middle salaah (Asr Salaah).”"” In another verse, Allah 13 says,
“Establish salaah for My remembrance.”” In yet another verse,
Allah 1&3\5 mentions, “Establish salaah, for indeed salaah

restrains one from shameful deeds and evil actions.”*

The establishment of salaah entails the following:

1. Performing the salaah on its prescribed time.
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CHAPTER TWO

2. Performing the salaah with complete and perfect wudhu.

3. Performing the salaah with the correct postures in accordance

to the sunnah.
4. Performing the salaah with complete concentration and devotion.
5. Performing the salaah with the correct attire.

6. Males performing their five daily salaah with jamaat in the musjid,

and females performing their salaah within the confines of the home.

7. Performing the salaah with the saffs joined.

PERFORMING SALAAH IN ACCORDANCE TO
THE SUNNAH

“Establishment of salaah” mentioned in the Quraan and Hadith
refers to performing salaah in accordance to the sunnah. Hazrat
Rasulullah J5.4fle said, “Perform salaah in the manner you

see me performing salaah.”*

When one establishes salaah and performs it in the proper
manner, according to the sunnah, then one receives the many
benefits promised in the Quraan and Hadith. On the contrary, if

one performs salaah against the sunnah, then instead of the
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ESTABLISHMENT OF SALAAH

salaah becoming a means of reward and upliftment, the salaah

curses him.

Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr &4k reports that one day, Hazrat
Rasulullah J&.&i{lc was speaking of salaah and mentioned,
“The one who safeguards salaah (by performing salaah in
accordance to the sunnah), the salaah will be a noor (light), a
proof (in his favour) and a means of salvation for him on the Day

1123

of Qiyaamah.

In another Hadith, Hazrat Rasulullah 15 Ed{e said, “When a
person offers his salaah on its prescribed time with proper
wudhu, fulfilling its qiyaam (standing posture), rukoo and sajdah
in the correct manner with the desired level of concentration
and devotion, then the salaah rises up in a bright and beautiful
form saying to him, ‘May Allah safeguard you as you have

safeguarded me.’

“(On the contrary,) if a person does not perform his salaah on its
prescribed time, nor does he perform a proper wudhu or fulfil
his rukoo and sajdah in the correct manner and with the desired
level of concentration, then the salaah rises up in an ugly and
dark form and curses him saying, ‘May Allah destroy you as you

have destroyed me.’
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CHAPTER TWO

“The salaah then rises to the point where Allah wishes, and

124

thereafter it is folded like a dirty rag and flung onto his face.

JOINING THE SAFFS

Performing salaah in accordance to the sunnah includes
performing the salaah with straightening the saffs, and each
musalli standing close to the next. Hazrat Rasulullah Jz5. e
said, “Straighten your saffs, for straightening the saffs is from

the establishment of salaah.””

In many Ahaadith, Hazrat Rasulullah JZ4E4{> had laid great
emphasis upon straightening the saffs and commanded the
Sahaabah #¢4iz; to stand close to one another, in such a manner
that there are no gaps between them. Hazrat Rasulullah
Ikl said, “Straighten the saffs (rows), align the shoulders

126

and close the gaps.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF SALAAH

Similarly, it is reported in another Hadith that Hazrat Rasulullah
325: 845> once said to the Sahaabah %24z, “Why do you not
stand in the saffs like the angels stand in saffs before their
Rabb?”

The Sahaabah #zdis; enquired, “How do the angels stand in saffs
before their Rabb?” Hazrat Rasulullah J&.Eifle answered,
“They fill the front saffs first, and they stand with no gaps in

between.””

VIRTUES OF JOINING THE SAFFS

Just as Hazrat Rasulullah Jz5:.€4{ commanded that the saffs be
straightened and that the musallis stand next to each other with
no gaps in between, Hazrat Rasulullah Jz4€4{i> promised great

rewards for those who perform salaah in this manner.

Hazrat Rasulullah J5. £l said, “Indeed, Allah and the angels
send ‘salawaat’ upon those who join the saffs (i.e. Allah 13
showers His special mercy upon them, and the angels make dua
for them), and there is no servant of Allah who joins a saff except
that Allah raises his rank by one stage and the angels shower

128

piety (and goodness) upon him.
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In another Hadith, Hazrat Rasulullah &€ said, “The one

who closes a gap in the saff, his sins are forgiven.””

STRAIGHTENING THE SAFFS IN SALAAH IS A
SPECIALITY OF THIS UMMAH

In the Hadith, Rasulullah 1. E4{le has mentioned that the
straightening of the saffs in salaah is among the special bounties

which Allah 135 exclusively granted this ummah.

Rasulullah J54E4{> also mentioned that the Jews are envious
over the Muslims for this bounty, as they have not been granted
this special bounty by Allah G350,

Hence, in today’s times, we find the Jews making all-out efforts
to stop the Muslims from performing their salaah in accordance
to the sunnah manner i.e. by straightening their rows and

standing next to each other without any gaps in between.

Hazrat Mu’aaz £efis; reports that Rasulullah Jz5.:5{ said that
the Jews have lost interest in their own deen, and they are a
people who are filled with jealousy and envy over the Muslims.
They are most envious and jealous of the Muslims over the
following three bounties bestowed to them; the first is the

salaam of the Muslims, the second is the Muslims straightening
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ESTABLISHMENT OF SALAAH

their rows in salaah (and standing close to each other), and the
third is the Muslims saying ‘ameen’ behind their imaam after he
recites Surah Faatihah in the fardh salaah. *°

In another, Hadith, Hazrat Anas %24, reports:

On one occasion, we were seated with Rasulullah 5.5 when
he said, “Indeed, Allah 1%3% has bestowed me with three
special favours; (the first is that) He has bestowed me (and my
ummah) with performing salaah in straight rows, (the second is
that) He has bestowed me (and my ummah) with a greeting
which is the greeting of the inhabitants of Jannah (i.e. the
greeting of salaam), (and the third is that) He has bestowed me
with the ameen (recited after making dua), and He did not
bestow it to any of the other Ambiyaa before me, except that
Allah 353G had bestowed it to Nabi Haaroon 3Zlixe who was

reciting ameen as Nabi Musa 3ice was making dua.”
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CHAPTER TWO

ADMONISHMENTS FOR THOSE WHO Do
NOT JOIN THE SAFFS

Hazrat Rasulullah JzEdle was greatly displeased with the
Ummah not joining the saffs and mentioned that this method of
performing salaah is the means of one being cut off from the
mercy of Allah dG53E, as well as disunity being created in the

hearts.

Below are a few Ahaadith that will shed light on the displeasure
of Hazrat Rasulullah J&:&éfle for the Ummah performing

salaah in this manner:

1. Being Cut Off from the Mercy of Allah §S;35%

In one Hadith, Hazrat Rasulullah J&5.%4fe said, “The one who
joins the saff (i.e. he does not leave gaps in the saff), Allah will
join him (to His special mercy), and the one who cuts the saff (i.e.

132

by leaving gaps), Allah will cut him off (from His mercy).

2. Creating Disunity in the Hearts

On one occasion, before Hazrat Rasulullah J5.€5{ commenced

the salaah, he turned his mubaarak face towards the Sahaabah

#eldie, and said thrice, “Straighten your saffs.”
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ESTABLISHMENT OF SALAAH

Hazrat Rasulullah J&.&ifle then said, “By Allah! You will
certainly straighten your saffs, or Allah will most definitely

create disunity in your hearts!”*

On hearing this, the Sahaabah #zZis; immediately ensured that

there were no gaps between them.

3. Shaitaan Entering between the Gaps

Hazrat Rasulullah j&.&4{le said, “Join your saffs (i.e. stand
joined to one another, with no gaps in between), and keep your
saffs close to one another, and ensure that your necks are in line
with one another, for I take an oath by that Being in whose
control lies my life - I certainly see Shaitaan entering through

1134

the gaps in the saff like a small goat.

From the abovementioned Ahaadith, we wunderstand that
through carrying out the salaah in accordance to the sunnah, the
mercy of Allah 15355 will be acquired, unity will be created in
the hearts of the believers, and they will be saved from the evil

effects and influence of Shaitaan.

The Fuqahaa have clearly mentioned that performing salaah

with gaps between the musallis is makrooh-e-tahreemi
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CHAPTER TWO

(impermissible) and one will be sinful through performing salaah

in this manner.

Imagine that salaah is the greatest ibaadat of Deen, and it is a
means of acquiring the mercy of Allah (3%, yet through
opposing the sunnah, one receives sin through the salaah instead

of reward!*

COVERING THE MOUTH IN SALAAH

Just as it is not permissible to perform salaah with gaps in the
saff, similarly the Fugahaa have ruled that it is not permissible to
perform salaah with the mouth covered. Performing salaah in
this manner is makrooh-e-tahreemi (impermissible), and if one

performs salaah in this manner, one will be sinful.*

o b o Al o (3 S o LIS i 3 g O okl By e o oy

Of ¥ daedl pgr e 3 3l ad Lo o ol jallally Gpiaall JLSY 1S5 43 O (o8 i) 1= dl amy — cpbile o) 20 JB
e e XU C (G RE SRR R g RN e P U o
(o o[y Sl 5)) b i) axkad axkad -y

JB ol iy 0 050y o Ly 4 L 33all 3wy ol i 0b b Y 1B aly) oo sl o i o Bpsl 6 e T
(6701 et pLdl) JBV1) wie ) o) aiim 4l U gy il ais O Lzl 0G5 sy tie

OV @l LoW) o 1B oy g5 60 o 0F o oSST o 3] Jr )l 2l il

il lamzeVly slanall Jlozsd e

2) 3t sl Gl o b JEs a0l (e Jlo el b s &Y el 3 pdlly Y it gng ()5 )
(nov/y L

A oy okt ) ¥ o6 Ll oy OF 5 s ade B o o3 0T we & o) 5 of ok () 2k 35N 3 o Ss)
(M) il Bgll) U1 B3kie 2 gl 43 s 3Ll (3 () e (88 o allad Oy Dl 3 (Sl 15357 J

N EIK



ESTABLISHMENT OF SALAAH

Hazrat Abu Hurairah izl reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
Js4feiile prohibited ‘sadl’ (loosely draping clothing over one’s
body in salaah), and he prohibited a person covering his mouth

in salaah.”

It is reported that on one occasion, the Sahaabi, Hazrat Ja’dah bin
Hubairah 224, saw a man performing salaah while wearing a
helmet and turban which he used to cover his face. Observing
this, Hazrat Ja’dah #c&is; removed his helmet and turban and
threw them behind him.*

It is similarly narrated regarding Hazrat Saalim bin Abdillah
Wiz, the son of Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar &zdls;, that when he
would see a man performing salaah while covering his mouth, he
would firmly pull the cloth covering his mouth until it was

removed and his mouth was uncovered.*

From the aforementioned Ahaadith, it is abundantly clear that
performing salaah with the mask covering the nose and mouth,
and with social distancing, is against the sunnah. The Fugahaa
have ruled that performing salaah in this manner is makrooh-e-

tahreemi (impermissible).
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CHAPTER TWO

There is no example recorded in the history of Islam (from the
time of Hazrat Rasulullah JZ.Edile and throughout the
centuries that followed) that salaah was performed in this

manner, with social distancing and wearing masks.

THE ARGUMENT OF ADOPTING
PRECAUTIONS

Some people feel that we should perform salaah in this manner
as we are adopting precautions. They say that Shari’ah has
commanded us to “tie our camels” and thereafter trust in Allah
A3, Hence, adopting precautionary measures is not against

the teaching of Shari’ah, but rather conforms to Shari’ah.

However, it should be understood that our entire Deen is
governed by the sunnah of Hazrat Rasulullah J&.kdfie. If we
have to adopt precautions, then the precautionary measures
have to be sanctioned by Hazrat Rasulullah Jz.Ei{ie. Hazrat
Rasulullah 35.%4{> and his illustrious Sahaabah #zgis; had
taught the Ummah what type of precautionary measures they

should adopt in different predicaments and situations.

Despite the Sahaabah #:¢fis;, Taabi'een and Tab-e-Taabi’een
A.z= being afflicted by plagues, epidemics, pandemics and
viruses, they continued to frequent the musjid for salaah and
perform the salaah in accordance to the sunnah. Never did they

abandon the sunnah of Hazrat Rasulullah J&4Edle through
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performing their salaah with social distancing or with wearing

masks.

Hence, for one to adopt any precautionary measure which goes
against the sunnah, based on one’s personal understanding, is in
reality changing and distorting the Deen of Hazrat Rasulullah
Isakde.

The Fuqahaa have outlined the various factors due to which a
person is exempt from coming to the musjid for salaah. However,
they have not included the outbreak of an epidemic or virus to
be a valid excuse for people who are not ill to omit coming to the
musjid or to perform their salaah with social distancing and with
wearing masks. Hence, performing salaah in this manner is

against the sunnah and is not permissible.”

CLEARING THE MISCONCEPTION

Some people hold the view that it is permissible for one to cover
his mouth during salaah due to the virus. As a proof, they

present the quotation of the Fugahaa which allows the person
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CHAPTER TWO

who yawns during salaah to cover his mouth with his hand or his

sleeve.

This view is totally incorrect as it opposes the clear Ahaadith
which prohibit performing Salaah in this manner as well as the

explicit statements of the Fugahaa in this regard.

As far as the quotation of the Fugahaa which allows the person
who yawns during salaah to cover his mouth with his hand or
sleeve, then it should be borne in mind that this quotation does
not in any way support the wrong view of covering the mouth

during salaah.

If one has to examine this quotation of the Fuqahaa, he will
realise that this quotation, in actual fact, is a proof for those who
say that covering the mouth during salaah is makrooh-e-

tahreemi.

In this quotation, the Fuqahaa explain that at the time of
yawning, if one is able to suppress the yawn without using his
hand or sleeve, then it is makrooh-e-tahreemi for him to cover
his mouth with his hand or sleeve. They further explain that only
in the case where one is unable to suppress the yawn will
permission be granted for him to cover his mouth with his hand

or sleeve. View the ibaarat (quotation) of the Fugahaa below:
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CHAPTER THREE

Azaan — The Call to Salaah

THE INCEPTION OF THE AZAAN

After imaan, the most fundamental and important pillar of Islam
is salaah. The importance of salaah is so great that it can never

be over-emphasised.

Due to salaah holding such a lofty and esteemed position in deen,
Rasulullah J&.&5{le strove throughout his mubaarak life to
establish salaah in the lives of the ummah and connect people to

the masaajid.

T

Hazrat Aaishah Gzgis; reports that Rasulullah Jz.kdfic had

commanded that masaajid be built in every locality to enable the
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people of the locality to perform their salaah in the house of
Allah J35.

While making Hijrah from Makkah Mukarramah to Madinah
Munawwarah, Rasulullah JZ5.E4{> stopped over at Quba where
he remained for fourteen days before continuing to Madinah

Munawwarah.

Upon reaching Quba, his first and foremost concern was the
building of the Musjid and establishing salaah among the people
of Quba. Hence, Rasulullah J5:&5{le constructed the Musjid of
Quba which was the first Musjid built in Islam.

He thereafter arrived in Madinah Munawwarah and once again -
his greatest concern was the building of the Musjid in Madinah
Munawwarah, so that the Sahaabah #24iz; could perform their
salaah in the house of Allah &35, A plot of land was thus
purchased and the Musjid of Rasulullah JZ.Esfle (Musjid-e-

Nabawi) was constructed.
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AZAAN

UNITING THE UMMAH UPON
PERFORMING CONGREGATIONAL SALAAH
IN THE MUSJID

It was the ardent and deep desire within the heart of Hazrat
Rasulullah Jz5.@4fie that all the Sahaabah #efis; congregate
and perform their salaah together at one time in the musjid.
Thus, after constructing the musjid, he consulted the Sahaabah
#efiez, regarding the method to be adopted to call people to the

musjid for salaah.

The Sahaabah #:4i; presented various suggestions in regard to
how people could be called for salaah. Some of the suggestions
were that a fire be lit or a flag be hoisted. On seeing the fluttering
flag or the flames and smoke of the fire, people would
understand that it is the time of salaah and thereby inform
others to come to the musjid for salaah. Other suggestions were
that a horn be sounded or that the naaqoos (two sticks) be struck

upon each other to alert people that it is the time for salaah.

Hazrat Rasulullah Jz5.Ed{le was not pleased with these
suggestions, as he did not want his ummah to emulate the
Christians, Jews and kuffaar in aspects of their Deen or their

worldly life.

If the Muslims were to adopt these methods, it would result in

them resembling the disbelievers in their Deen, and
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furthermore, it would lead to confusion coming about in the
salaah times as the disbelievers were calling people to their
places of worship at other times through these same methods.
Ultimately, no conclusion was reached in that gathering and the

matter was thus left undecided.

Prior to the Sahaabah #c4iz; dispersing from the gathering of
Hazrat Rasulullah J25.%4{i>, Hazrat Umar %efiis; suggested to
Hazrat Rasulullah &4z that for the time being, since no
method had yet been decided, perhaps a person could be
appointed to go around calling people for salaah whenever the

time of salaah enters.

Hazrat Rasulullah J5.&4{le accepted the suggestion of Hazrat
Umar &edi; and appointed Hazrat Bilaal £24is; to carry out this
task. Hence, at the time of salaah, Hazrat Bilaal iz would go
around informing the people that the jamaat (congregational

salaah) in the musjid was about to commence.

THE CONCERN IN THE HEARTS OF THE
SAHAABAH #zdiss;

The heart of each Sahaabi #ziis; was filled with the concern of
Hazrat Rasulullah Jz4E4{(e in regard to how the people should

be called to perform salaah together in the musjid.
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Nevertheless, it was not long thereafter that one night, after
Hazrat Abdullah bin Zaid #z4is; went to sleep, he was shown a
dream by Allah 1&3(%. In the dream, he saw an angel, in the
form of a human being, who was dressed in two garments of

green and was carrying a naaqoos.

He asked the angel, “O servant of Allah! Are you selling the
naaqoos?” The angel asked, “What do you wish to do with it?”
Hazrat Abdullah bin Zaid #e&is; answered, “I will use it to call

people for salaah.”

The angel then said, “Should I not show you a method for calling
people to salaah which is better than striking this naaqoos?”
Hazrat Abdullah 224is; asked, “What method is this?” The angel
replied, “Call out the azaan.” Thereafter, the angel taught him

the words of the azaan.

When he awoke the following morning, he went to Hazrat
Rasulullah J<5:E45{le and related the entire dream to him. On
hearing the dream, Hazrat Rasulullah JZ5.Ed{le mentioned,
“Certainly it is a true dream. Stand up beside Bilaal £ediz; and
inform him of the words (of the azaan) which you were taught in
the dream so that he may call out the azaan with these very
words. Allow Bilaal £e&i; to call out the azaan as his voice is

louder than your voice. Thus, his voice will reach further.”

When Hazrat Umar &l heard the azaan of Hazrat Bilaal
iz, he hastily took his shawl and rushed to Hazrat Rasulullah
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Js4ifle. On reaching Hazrat Rasulullah Jo.Eifle, he
respectfully exclaimed, “O Rasul of Allah JZ.Edjie! 1 take an
oath by that Being who appointed you as His messenger to
convey the truth of Islam, I was shown a dream in which I was

taught the words of the azaan.”

When Hazrat Rasulullah 75,65 heard this, he became pleased
and said, “This has been further confirmed from the side of Allah

\
N

THE BURNING DESIRE OF RASULULLAH
It was the burning desire of Rasulullah Jz.E4{ that the men of
the Ummah perform their Salaah with jamaat in the musjid.
Rasulullah J55.€4{( used to be so greatly hurt when he learnt of
people performing their salaah at their homes that he said, “Had
it not been for the women and children, I would have
commanded a group of youth to gather firewood and set fire to
the dwellings of those people who perform their salaah at their

homes without any valid excuse””
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AZAAN

RESPONDING TO THE CALL OF THE AZAAN

The azaan is a special call of Islam inviting males towards the
performance of salaah in the musjid. The azaan is regarded to be
among the salient symbols of Islam and is exclusive to the

religion of Islam.

In regard to the symbols of Islam, the Quraan Majeed commands
us to show utmost respect to them and sanctify them. Allah
AS5305 says:

= 55, Py gk voo,w b
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The one who respects (and sanctifies) the salient symbols of Allah, then
indeed it is from the piety of the heart (i.e. the action of respecting the
symbols of Allah 15535 emanates from the piety of the heart).”

From the above verse, we understand that great respect should
be shown to all the symbols of Islam such as the musjid, the
Ka’bah Shareef, the giblah, the Quraan Majeed, the Mubaarak
Ahaadith, etc. Since the azaan is among the salient symbols of

Islam, great respect should also be accorded to the azaan.
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THE WAY TO RESPECT THE AZAAN

The way to respect and honour the azaan is that when the azaan
is called out, if one is engaged in any worldly conversation, then
he should stop his worldly conversation and reply to the azaan.
Thereafter, he should proceed to the musjid to perform his

salaah with jamaat in the musjid.

Explaining the great importance which Rasulullah J&.fdfe
showed to the call of the azaan, Hazrat Aaishah Gzdis; explains,
“Within the home, Rasulullah JZ5:%4{le would always assist with
the chores of the home, but as soon as he would hear the azaan,

he would leave the home, proceeding to the musjid for salaah.”*

THE DISBELIEVERS DISRESPECTING AND
MOCKING THE AZAAN

In the time of Rasulullah J54E4{>, when the azaan used to be
called out, then it was the way of the disbelievers that they used

to mock and make fun of the azaan.

Allah 35535 revealed the following verse condemning their evil
action. Allah ;3% says:
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And when you call (out the azaan, inviting people) to salaah, then they
(the disbelievers) take it as mockery and amusement. That is because

they are a people who have no understanding.”

From this verse, we understand that those who show disrespect
to the azaan are in actual fact emulating the disbelievers.
Therefore, as believers, we should ensure that we honour the
azaan and should refrain from emulating the disbelievers in

showing any disrespect to the azaan.

BEING ENGAGED IN VAIN AND FUTILE
PURSUITS AT THE TIME OF THE AZAAN

In many places, at the time when the azaan is called out, some
people are engaged in vain and futile pursuits such as sport,
while others are engaged in haraam activities such as watching
TV.

Continuing with these vain or sinful activities, despite knowing
that the call of Allah 1&3)% (the azaan) is taking place at that
time, is showing disrespect to the azaan. Apart from this, the

disrespect to the azaan is worsened when people engaged in
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these sins or futile activities do not respond to the azaan by

coming to the musjid for salaah.

The Ulama explain that even if one is engaged in a halaal and
permissible activity, such as attending a da’'wat or a braai with
family or friends, or a waleemah function, or a person is engaged
in his business, then at the time when the azaan is called out, a
person should respond to the azaan by coming to the musjid for

salaah.

THE FRIGHTFUL OUTCOME OF THE
CHRISTIAN WHO DISRESPECTED AND
MOCKED THE AZAAN

8- -

Allaamah Ibnu Katheer iz, the renowned Mufassir and
Muhaddith (commentator of the Quraan Majeed and Mubaarak
Ahaadith), has recorded the following incident of a Christian
who lived in the time of Rasulullah JZ5:%4fle and would show

8- -

disrespect to the azaan. Allaamah Tbnu Katheer iz mentions:

There was once a Christian man who resided in the blessed city
of Madinah Munawwarah. This Christian man had such dislike
and hatred for the azaan that when the mu’azzin would call out
the words, “I testify that Muhammad Jz5.E4{ie is the Rasul of
Allah”, then this Christian would curse and say, “May Allah
A&53E burn the one who is lying!”
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By saying these words, the Christian was implying that the
mu’azzin is a liar and that Hazrat Muhammad 4z &4l is not
the Rasul of Allah 15355 (Allah forbid).

The Christian continued in this manner, reviling and mocking
the azaan, until Allah 13 had sent His punishment upon him.
The punishment of Allah JG3E comes in different ways and

different forms.

One night, while the Christian was asleep, his slave girl brought
some fire into the home. While carrying the fire, an ember from
the burning coal accidentally fell onto the ground causing a fire
to break out. The fire spread until the entire house was in flames

and the Christian was burnt to death.

When one reflects over the curse of the Christian against the
mu’azzin by him saying “May Allah &35 burn the one who is
lying!”, one will understand that he was implying that the
mu’azzin is a liar in his declaration (that Rasulullah .8 is
the messenger of Allah [(3%), whereas in reality, he was the
liar. Thus, Allah J535% caused his curse to fall upon himself and
Allah 355355 burned him to death for mocking the azaan.”

From the above incident, we see the frightening outcome of the

one who mocked and disrespected the azaan. May Allah 1350
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save us from showing any type of disrespect to the azaan, and
may He bless us with the taufeeq of honouring the azaan and
responding by coming to the musjid to perform our salaah with

jamaat.

SEVERE CONSEQUENCE FOR NOT
RESPONDING TO THE AZAAN

The great position that the azaan holds in deen can be gauged by
the esteemed rank which the mu’azzin enjoys in the sight of
Allah J&3E. Rasulullah  d5.kdle said, “On the Day of
Qiyaamah, the mu’azzins will certainly have the ‘longest necks’

(i.e. positions of honour).”*®

In one Hadith, it is mentioned that on the Day of Qiyaamah, the
mu’azzins who used to call out the azaan for the five daily salaah
will be in positions of honour, seated on mountains of musk,

envied by all the people.”

Rasulullah 5.6 had also made special dua for the mu’azzins

saying, “O Allah! Bless the mu’azzins with Your forgiveness!”*
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In another Hadith, it is stated that the mu’azzin will receive
forgiveness from Allah {5355 for the distance his voice covers,
and every creation, whether possessing life or not, will bear
testimony on his behalf on the Day of Qiyaamah, and he will
receive the reward of all those people who performed salaah on

account of his call.”

These are just a few of the great virtues recorded in the
Mubaarak Ahaadith of Rasulullah JZ5. &4z pertaining to the

azaan and the mu’azzin.

THE SAHAABAH #c&z;, RESPONDING TO
THE AZAAN

The great Mufassir (commentator) of the Quraan Majeed,
Allaamah Qurtubi £i%%5, mentioned that during the blessed era
of Rasulullah J&5.&5{ie, there were two Sahaabah ®zgiss, one of

whom was a trader and the other a blacksmith.

The condition of the Sahaabi &2diz; who was a trader was such
that the very instant he heard the azaan, he would leave

whatever he was doing and proceed to the musjid for salaah.
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His concern for salaah was of such a level that if he had the scale
in his hand when the azaan commenced, he would spontaneously
drop it down, and if it was on the ground when the azaan
commenced, he would not pick it up. In other words, he would
not take the time to put it in its place with care, as he did not

wish to be delayed in proceeding for salaah.

Similarly, when the blacksmith would hear the azaan, if his
hammer was on the anvil, he would leave it where it was, and if
he had raised it above his shoulder to strike the iron, he would

spontaneously drop it behind his back and proceed for salaah.”

Allaamah Qurtubi £il2%; mentioned that some Mufassireen are of

the opinion that it was in regard to these two Sahaabah &gy

that the following verse of the Quraan Majeed was revealed:
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“(They are) men whom neither commerce nor trade distracts them from
remembering Allah 355353, from performing salaah (in the musjid with
Jjamaat) and from discharging zakaat. (This is due to the fact that) they
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fear a Day (of Judgement) wherein the hearts and eyes will (fearfully)

turn about.”

When something enjoys a high position in deen, then generally,
just as there will be virtues for those who uphold it, similarly
there will also be warnings and admonishments for those who

abandon it.

ADMONISHMENTS FOR THOSE WHO DO
NOT COME TO THE MUSJID TO PERFORM
SALAAH DESPITE HEARING THE AZAAN

In the Mubaarak Hadith, Rasulullah J&.ifle said, “It is
sufficient for a believer to be regarded as most unfortunate and a
great loser that he hears the mu’azzin inviting to salaah, yet he
does not respond to the call (and does not come to the musjid for

salaah).”™

In another narration, Rasulullah Jz.&5{le said, “It is the height
of disrespect, a sign of ingratitude and an indication of hypocrisy

that a person hears the mu’azzin of Allah 15355 calling to salaah
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and inviting him to success, yet he does not respond to his call

(and does not come to the musjid).”**

NO REWARD FOR THE SALAAH PERFORMED
OUT OF THE MUSJID WITHOUT AN EXCUSE
FOR THE ONE WHO HEARS THE AZAAN

If a person hears the azaan and does not come to the musjid for
salaah, then even though he may perform his salaah later on
individually, he will be sinful for not coming to the musjid for

salaah and he will not receive any reward for his salaah.

Rasulullah 15.E4(le said, “The person who hears the azaan,
while he does not have any valid excuse for not coming to the
musjid and he is healthy (and able to come the musjid), yet he
does not respond to the call, then there is no salaah for him (i.e.
though he will be absolved of the obligation of salaah, he will not

receive any reward).”

Hazrat Ali #ediz; mentioned, “There is no salaah for the
neighbour of the musjid except when he performs his salaah in

the musjid.” Someone asked Hazrat Ali s, “Who is the
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neighbor of the musjid?” Hazrat Ali £e4is; replied, “The one who

is (living at such a distance where he 1s) able to hear the azaan.”™

THE CURSE OF RASULULLAH ///uc L}o

Furthermore, the one who, despite hearing the azaan, leaves out
coming to the musjid without a valid excuse, then such a person

will be deserving of the curse of Rasulullah Jsafiie.

Hazrat Anas %efiss; reports that Rasulullah J25.85{k cursed the
following three people; (1) the man who leads the people in
salaah while they are unhappy with him (for some valid shar’ee
reason), (2) the woman who spends the night in the condition
that her husband is displeased with her (due to her not fulfilling
his rights), (3) and the man who hears the words of the azaan
“Hayya alal Falaah”, yet he does not respond to the call (by

coming to the musjid for salaah).”®

RESPONDING TO THE AZAAN OF JUMU'AH

During the time of Rasulullah JZ.E4le, whenever the azaan
would be called out, the Sahaabah #:iiss; would immediately

respond to the call. Even if they were engaged in their business
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transactions and dealings, they would respect the call of the

azaan by proceeding to the musjid for salaah.

Once, Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar &4k visited the market. He
noticed that on hearing the azaan at the time of salaah, every
person closed his business and hastened towards the musjid for

salaah.

Witnessing this spectacle, he remarked, “These are the people

whom Allah {355 has praised in the Quraan Majeed saying;
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‘(They are) men whom neither commerce nor trade distracts them from

remembering Allah 15535, from performing salaah (in the musjid with

Jjamaat) and from discharging zakaat. (This is due to the fact that) they
fear a Day (of Judgement) wherein the hearts and eyes will (fearfully)

turn about.”™

When the Sahaabah #24i; would show so much of importance
to responding to the azaan of the five daily salaah by performing

them with jamaat in the musjid, then we can well imagine the
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great importance they showed to responding to the azaan of

Jumu’ah by hastening to the musjid.

The reason for this is that from all the salaah, the Jumu’ah Salaah

holds the greatest importance in deen.

THE POSITION OF THE JUMU’AH SALAAH IN
DEEN

Such is the great importance of the Jumu’ah Salaah that in the
Quraan Majeed, a special command has been given for the
believers to respond to the azaan of Jumu’ah by coming early to
the musjid. Allah 15355 says:
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“0 you who believe! When the call for salaah (i.e. the azaan) is
proclaimed on the Day of Jumu’ah, then hasten towards the
remembrance of Allah 15255 and leave out trade (and business). That

is better for you, if you only knew.”

Another reason for the Sahaabah #¢iis; attaching extreme

importance to coming early to the musjid for the Jumu’ah Salaah
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is that they had heard Rasulullah &> explain the great

virtues for those who come early for the Jumu’ah Salaah.

REWARD FOR COMING EARLY FOR THE
JUMU’AH SALAAH

Hazrat Abu Hurairah %efs reports that Rasulullah Jo5.fesific
said, “The one who performs a ghusl like the ghusl of janaabah
(i.e. he thoroughly cleans himself in the manner one cleans
himself when performing ghusl from janaabah), and thereafter
he proceeds for Jumu’ah Salaah in the first time slot (i.e there are
fixed time slots by Allah 45355 for receiving these rewards),
then he receives reward equivalent to the one who sacrifices a

camel for the sake of Allah ;3.

“Whoever proceeds for Jumu’ah Salaah in the second time slot,
then he receives reward equivalent to the one who sacrifices a
cow for the sake of Allah 155355,

“Whoever proceeds for Jumu’ah Salaah in the third time slot,
then he receives reward equivalent to the one who sacrifices a
sheep which has horns for the sake of Allah {15355,

“Whoever proceeds for Jumu’ah Salaah in the fourth time slot,
then he receives reward equivalent to the one who gives a
chicken in charity for the sake of Allah 1\&;35%.
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“Whoever proceeds for Jumu’ah Salaah in the fifth and final time
slot, then he receives reward equivalent to the one who gives an
egg in charity for the sake of Allah J&;35G."

Apart from this, the Sahaabah #24iz; understood the importance
of coming for the Jumu’ah as they had heard grave warnings
from Rasulullah J&.4{l for those who do not come for the

Jumu’ah Salaah.

SEAL PLACED ON THE HEARTS OF THOSE
WHO DO NOT COME FOR THE JUMU’AH
SALAAH

Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar and Hazrat Abu Hurairah &gz both
report that on one occasion, Rasulullah JZ5.€5{> addressed the
Sahaabah #24is; from the mimbar and said, “Those people who
leave out coming for Jumu’ah Salaah must certainly refrain from
doing so, or else Allah 15355 will definitely place a seal upon

their hearts.

“Thereafter, they will certainly become from those who are

negligent (i.e. on account of their hearts being sealed, they will
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begin to neglect their other deeni obligations and will eventually

become from the losers).”*

The Fuqahaa explain that on hearing the azaan of Jumu’ah, one
should immediately cease all business transactions and proceed
to the musjid. If any person continues to engage in trade and
business at that time, then he will be violating the
abovementioned command of the Quraan Majeed and will thus

be sinful.

THE SAHAABAH #ciiz, COMPETING WITH
ONE ANOTHER IN COMING EARLY TO THE
MUSJID FOR THE JUMU’AH SALAAH

8- -

Hazrat Algamah {5z, the illustrious Taabi’ee and student of
Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood #c4is;, mentions the following

incident, regarding Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood 424is;. He says:

On one occasion, on the Day of Jumu’ah, I accompanied Hazrat
Abdullah bin Mas’ood izdiz; to the musjid for the jumu’ah
Salaah. Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas'ood izdiz; left early for the
musjid, but it was slightly later than his normal time to leave for

the Jumu’ah.
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Upon arriving at the musjid, Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood &edis;
found that three people had come to the musjid before him, and

he was thus the fourth person to enter the musjid.

Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood %24, was overcome by sorrow and
exclaimed, “I am the fourth person from the four, and how far
indeed is the fourth person (from the reward of the first

person)!”

Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood #zdis; thereafter explained the
immense virtue for coming early to the muspd for the Jumu’ah
Salaah. He said, “Indeed, I heard Rasulullah JZ5.%4fe mention,
‘On the Day of Qiyaamah, people will be seated in positions of
honour and will enjoy proximity by Allah 3535 according to
the sequence in which they would arrive for the Jumu’ah Salaah;
the first (to come for the Jumu’ah will be seated in the position of
greatest honour by Allah (35%), and then the second, and then
the third.”

After narrating this Hadith, Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood &z
again lamented his being the fourth person to arrive for the

Jumu’ah saying, “I am the fourth person from the four, and how
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far indeed is the fourth person (from the reward of the first

person)!”®

May Allah 133G grant us the same spirit of upholding Deen
which He granted the Sahaabah 24l of Rasulullah J&. i
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CHAPTER FOUR

IMPORTANCE OF PERFORMING SALAAH IN
THE MUSJID

It was the burning desire of Hazrat Rasulullah J&5.&4 that the
males of his Ummah perform every fardh salaah with jamaat in

the musjid.

Initially, prior to the construction of the masaajid, the Sahaabah
#edizz;, used to perform salaah at various places. However,
immediately after the hijrah from Makkah Mukarramah, even
before entering Madinah Munawwarah, Hazrat Rasulullah
14840l had built Musjid-e-Quba as he wished that the people

of each locality perform their salaah with jamaat in the musjid.

After entering Madinah Munawwarah, the first concern of
Hazrat Rasulullah JZ:Ed{ie was to build a musjid so that the
Sahaabah #:4iz; of Madinah Munawwarah could perform their
salaah with jamaat in the musjid. Hence, Musjid-e-Nabawi was

constructed.
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Similarly, Hazrat Rasulullah J&.&ifle had encouraged the
Sahaabah #%4is to build masaajid in every locality, so that the
people of each locality can perform their salaah in the house of
Allah G535,

VIRTUES OF THE ONE WHO GOES TO THE
MUSJID TO PERFORM SALAAH

Below are some of the virtues recorded in the Mubaarak

Ahaadith for performing salaah with jamaat in the musjid:

1. Means of Sins being Forgiven and Ranks being
Elevated

Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood £24ss; reports that Rasulullah

sl said, “Whichever man performs wudhu, and performs a
good wudhu, and thereafter proceeds to a musjid from among these
masaajid, then for every step that he takes, Allah 1\&;250 writes for
him a good deed, raises his rank by one stage and forgives one of his

sins.”®
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IMPORTANCE OF PERFORMING SALAAH IN THE MUSJID

2. The Guest of Allah #5535

8- -

Hazrat Amr bin Maimoon i reports that Hazrat Umar sefiss;
said, “The masaajid are the houses of Allah on the earth, and the host

takes responsibility to honour the one who visits Him.”*

3. The ‘Household’ of Allah #5355

Hazrat Anas %e§is5 reports that Hazrat Rasulullah 35:565 said,

“It is only those who frequent the masaajid who are the household

(special servants) of Allah.”

4. Means of Safeguarding Imaan and Deen

Hazrat Mu'aaz bin Jabal £e&iss; reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
155464 said, “Indeed Shaitaan is the wolf of man (who hunts man
to mislead him), just like the wolf of goats which seizes the goat that
is far off and separates from the flock. Refrain from living in isolation

in the valleys (or refrain from isolated opinions) and hold firmly to
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the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah, and remaining with the majority of

the Ummah, and being connected to the musjid.”**

5. A Sign of Imaan

Hazrat Abu Sa’eed Khudri £28is; reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
14 said, “When you see a man regularly frequenting the
musjid then bear witness to his imaan. Allah mentions in the Quraan,
‘The masaajid of Allah are only frequented by those who have imaan
in Allah and the Last Day.””

6. Receiving Complete Noor on the Day of Qiyaamah

Hazrat Buraidah Aslami 25, reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
5@ said, “Give glad tldlngs to those who walk in darkness to
the masaajid of them receiving complete noor on the Day of

Qiyaamah.””

7. Preparing his Abode in Jannah

Hazrat Abu Hurairah £e&is; reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
Jcs.8e5{ said, “The one who goes to the musjid in the morning and
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evening, then every time he proceeds to the musjid, Allah prepares

for him his abode in Jannah.””*

8. Punishment is withheld from the Entire Community

Hazrat Anas %e§iss; narrates, “I heard Rasulullah 325:84{
mention that Allah says, ‘Indeed I intend punishment for the people
of the earth. I then look at those who frequent the musjid, those who

love one another for My sake and those who beg My forgiveness at
the time of sehri, and (on account of these people) I turn My

punishment away from them.”””

9. Allah {135 Expressing Happiness

Hazrat Abu Hurairah %25 reports that Rasulullah 325,85 said,
“There is no Muslim man who is steadfast upon regularly going to
the musjid to perform salaah and engage in the remembrance of
Allah 335355 except that Allah 3535357 expresses happiness upon his
coming (i.e. Allah 355255 blesses him with His special grace and
grants him His divine proximity), just as the family of an absent

person expresses happiness when he returns to them.””

\
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10. Under the Shade of the Throne of Allah J&;3% on
the Day of Qiyaamah

Hazrat Abu Hurairah £z, reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
15468 said, “There are seven categories of people whom Allah
will enter into His special shade (i.e. the shade of His throne) on the
day when there will be no shade besides His shade; the just leader,
the youth who grew up in the worship and obedience of Allah, the
man whose heart would remain attached to the musjid, the two men
who used to love each other, meet each other and separate from one
another for the sake of (gaining) Allah’s love, the man whom a
woman of high status and exceptional beauty invited to commit zina,
yet he refrained and said, ‘I fear Allah’, the man who gave some
sadaqah and concealed it, to the extent that his left hand did not
know what his right hand had spent, and the man who remembered
Allah in seclusion and shed tears (out of the love and fear of Allah

Note: There are many Ahaadith which explain the various
categories of servants that will be under the shade of the throne
of Allah d&3% on the Day of Qiyaamah. The number of these
categories surpasses seven. However, in this Hadith, only seven

categories are being discussed.

Ve
VEYY 13l gl o



IMPORTANCE OF PERFORMING SALAAH IN THE MUSJID

ADMONITION FOR THOSE WHO NEGLECT
SALAAH WITH JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

During the mubaarak era of Hazrat Rasulullah Jakiiie,
extreme importance was shown to males performing their salaah
with jamaat in the musjid - to the extent that even the person
who was sick would exert himself in trying to come to the musjid

for salaah.

In the narration of Sunan Abi Dawood, Hazrat Abdullah bin
Mas’ood 42z, reports, “During the mubaarak lifetime of Nabi
Js4k4{le, none would omit the jamaat salaah in the musjid
except an open munaafiq (an open hypocrite), to such an extent
that even a sick person would not remain absent from the
congregational salaah in the musjid. Rather, he would be taken
to the musjid while being supported on the shoulders of two

men.””

The reason for the Sahaabah #:fiz attaching such great
importance to performing salaah in the musjid was that Hazrat
Rasulullah Jz54&4{l> had mentioned severe warnings for those

who neglect performing salaah in the musjid with jamaat.

Below are some of the Ahaadith reported in this regard:
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CHAPTER FOUR

1. Hazrat Rasulullah J54%4fle Burning the Houses of

those who Perform Salaah at Home

Hazrat Abu Hurairah %4z, reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
14 said, “I had intended to command a group of youth to
gather firewood, and thereafter I would command that the salaah be
commenced in the musjid, after which I would set fire to the homes of
those people who do not come to the musjid to perform salaah with

Jjamaat.”*

In the narration of Musnad Ahmad, Hazrat Abu Hurairah &e&iss;
reported that Hazrat Rasulullah 35455 said, “Had it not been for
the women and children in the homes,  would have performed the
Esha Salaah and thereafter commanded a group of youth to set alight
the homes” (in the narration of Saheeh Muslim, the wording is, “Set
alight the homes of those people who perform their fardh salaah in

their homes without any valid excuse”).””®

In the narration of Muwatta Imaam Maalik, Hazrat Rasulullah
144l also mentioned regarding those who perform their salaah
at home, “I take on oath by that Being in whose control lies my life! If
one of these people had to know that he would find a fat bone or two
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IMPORTANCE OF PERFORMING SALAAH IN THE MUSJID

nice hooves (in the musjid, to eat), he would have definitely come for
the Esha Salaah.””

2. Performing Salaah at Home without a Valid Excuse is

against the Sunnah and Causes One to go Astray

Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood £24iss; mentioned that each of the
Sahaabah had a specified place in hls home reserved for performing
nafl salaah, etc. However, they would perform the fardh salaah in the
musjid. He said, “If you begin performing your fardh salaah at home
and leave attending the congregational prayer in the musjid, then
you will be abandoning the emphasized sunnah of Nabi Jzsa .
As soon as you will abandon his mubaarak sunnah, you will certainly

go astray.”™

3. Not Going to the Musjid for Salaah Causes the Reward
of Salaah to be Decreased

On one occasion, when Hazrat Umar 24z, was returning (from the
musjid) after performing the Asr Salaah, he met a certain person who
did not perform the Asr salaah with jamaat in the musjid. Hazrat
Umar Ledis; asked him, “What prevented you from performing the

Asr Salaah with jamaat in the musjid?” In reply, the man presented
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CHAPTER FOUR

an excuse to Hazrat Umar L&@y/\/; However, Hazrat Umar i.a@;oj was
not entirely satisfied with the excuse of this person and said, “You
have decreased your reward (through not performing your salaah in

the musjid with jamaat).”"

4, Disobedience of Allah %3z and His Rasul Jas.fedfle

Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas &5z, once said, “The person who
hears the azaan for salaah, and he thereafter does not respond to the
azaan by coming to the musjid, and he performs his salaah, then
there is no salaah for him and he has disobeyed Allah and His Rasul
Iz, Allah mentions in the Quraan, ‘The masaajid of Allah are
only frequented by those who have imaan in Allah and the Last

17282

Day

5. Abandoning Salaah in the Musjid will Cause One to be
Doomed to Hell
Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas &=5iss; was once asked, “What is the

condition of the person who fasts during the day and offers nafl

salaah the entire night, but neither goes to (the musjid to) perform
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IMPORTANCE OF PERFORMING SALAAH IN THE MUSJID

salaah with jamaat nor attends the Jumu’ah?” Hazrat Ibnu Abbaas
&zfi replied, “He is doomed to hell.”™

6. The Curse of Hazrat Rasulullah 1.4l

w‘""

W=

cursed three people; the man who leads a community in salaah while

Hazrat Hasan Basri 23z reports that Hazrat Rasulullah LcEd

they are displeased with him (due to a valid Shar’ee reason), a
woman who spends the night in the condition that her husband is
displeased with her, and a man who hears the words of the azaan

“Hayya alal Falaah” yet he does not respond (by going to the

1184

musjid).

7. No Reward for the Salaah

It is reported that Hazrat Ali e&iss; mentioned, “There is no salaah

for the neighbour of the musjid except in the musjid.” Someone asked

)/3 // ¢

Hazrat Ali £e&iss, “Who is the neighbor of the musjid?” Hazrat Ali

44z replied, “The one who is able to hear the azaan.”
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CHAPTER FOUR

8. The Most Difficult of Salaahs on the Munaafigeen
(Hypocrites)

Hazrat Ubayy bin Ka’b £2&iss; reports: On one occasion, Rasulullah
48 led us in the Fajr Salaah in the musjid. After the salaah,
Rasulullah 5.5 enquired, “Is so-and-so present?” The
Sahaabah #z&iz; answered, “No.” Rasulullah Jz5:4 then asked
regarding another person, “Is so-and-so present?” The Sahaabah
#egiss; again answered, “No.” Rasulullah J5:€4iz then said,
“Indeed these two salaahs (Esha and Fajr) are the most difficult of
salaahs on the munaafigeen (hypocrites). If they knew the great
reward of these two salaahs, they would ensure that they came for

them, even if they had to crawl on their knees.”

9. The Difference between the Sahaabah #efiles, and the

Munaafigeen

8- -

Hazrat Sa’eed bin Musayyib 413z, reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
I\ said, “The difference between us and the munaafigeen is
the attendance of the Esha and Fajr Salaahs. The munaafigeen find it
difficult to attend these two salaahs.”
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE IMPORTANCE THE SAHAABAH #ciiiss,

-

ATTACHED TO PERFORMING SALAAH WITH
JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood 24

In the narration of Sunan Abi Dawood, Hazrat Abdullah bin

Mas’ood £z, reports, “During the lifetime of Nabi d&safifie,

none (of the Sahaabah #24iz;) would omit the jamaat salaah in
the musjid except an open Munaafiq (an open hypocrite), to such
an extent that even a sick person would not remain absent from
the congregational salaah in the musjid. Rather, he would be
taken to the musjid while being supported on the shoulders of

two men.”®
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CHAPTER FIVE

Hazrat Umar if&_\ﬁa_,

Hazrat Abu Bakr bin Sulaimaan bin Abi Hathmah i3z reports
that on one occasion, Hazrat Umar Zefiz; noticed that Hazrat
Sulaimaan bin Abi Hathmah %25 was not in the musjid for the

Fajr Salaah.

After the Fajr Salaah, Hazrat Umar iediz; proceeded to the
market, and since the home of Hazrat Sulaimaan i, was
between the musjid and the market, Hazrat Umar 25 stopped
at his home and asked his mother, Hazrat Shifaa Gzdis;, “Why
did I not see Sulaimaan for the Fajr Salaah today?” She replied,
“He spent the entire night performing nafl salaah. Hence, he fell

asleep at the time of Fajr and was unable to awaken.”

Hearing this, Hazrat Umar e, remarked, “Performing Fajr
Salaah with jamaat (in the musjid) is more beloved to me than

performing nafl salaah the entire night.”*

On one occasion, Hazrat Umar w\_}@ noticed that a certain
person was not in the musjid for the Fajr Salaah. Hence, Hazrat

Umar £edis; summoned him.,

When he arrived, Hazrat Umar £e&is; asked him, “Where were

you at the time of Fajr?” He replied, “I was sick, and if your
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THE IMPORTANCE THE SAHAABAH }ié;;a’ ATTACHED TO PERFORMING
SALAAH WITH JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

messenger did not summon me, I would not have come out of my

house.”

Hearing this, Hazrat Umar &z&is; remarked, “If you could come
out of your house to see any person (referring to himself), then

you should have come out for salaah.”

In some narrations, it is mentioned that once, Hazrat Umar
iz did not find a certain person present for the Fajr Salaah.
He thus went to the person’s house and called out to him. When
the person heard the voice of Hazrat Umar icdis;, he

immediately came out.

~

Hazrat Umar iz, asked him, “What prevented you from
coming to the musjid for salaah?” The man replied, “I am sick, O
Ameer-ul-Mu'mineen, and had it not been you calling me, I

would not have come out!”

Hearing this, Hazrat Umar £2fi; said, “You left answering the
call of the one whose call is more necessary to answer - the call

of the mu’azzin inviting people to salaah.”
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CHAPTER FIVE

Hazrat Abu Hurairah &5

It is reported that Hazrat Abu Hurairah £2{iz; mentioned, “It is
better that a man’s ears be filled with molten lead than for him
to hear the mu’azzin and thereafter fail to respond to him (by

192

going to the musjid for salaah).

Hazrat Abdullah bin Ummi Maktoom #z5s5;

Hazrat Abu Hurairah £25i; reports that on one occasion, a blind
Sahaabi came to Hazrat Rasulullah J&5.&4(e and said, “O Rasul
of Allah JZ.&4{le! 1 do not have anyone to bring me to the
musjid for salaah!” He then asked Rasulullah J&safdfie for

concession to perform salaah in his home.

Rasulullah Jz5.&5{ie granted him concession, but as he turned to
leave, Rasulullah Jz.E4{i> called him back and asked him, “Can
you hear the azaan?” When the blind Sahaabi replied in the
affirmative, Rasulullah J&.E&fle said, “In that case, you must

respond to the azaan and come to the musjid.””
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THE IMPORTANCE THE SAHAABAH jkfé@:ggj ATTACHED TO PERFORMING
SALAAH WITH JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

In other narrations, it is mentioned that this blind Sahaabi was

Hazrat Abdullah bin Ummi Maktoom efis;.”

Hazrat Mu’aaz bin Jabal 2245

When the plague of Amwaas struck Syria and many people
passed away, the Sahaabah &2z, continued to take care of their

sick as well as attend the jamaat salaah in the musjid.

8- -

Hazrat Haarith bin Umairah {ii%; reports that when Hazrat
Mu’'aaz £e4is; returned from the musjid, he found that his son,
Hazrat Abdur Rahmaan s, had contracted the illness. He
asked him, “O Abdur Rahmaan! How are you feeling?” His son
replied by reciting the verse of the Quraan Majeed, “The truth

has come from your Lord, so do not be from those who doubt.”

Hazrat Mu'aaz el immediately responded, “Insha-Allah, we

will be from those who are patient.””

Sahaabah #:24 Performing Salaah in the Musjid at the

Time of an Epidemic

Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr bin Aas &g reports, “When we came
to Madinah Munawwarah (after performmg hijrah from Makkah
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CHAPTER FIVE

Mukarramah), a severe epidemic afflicted us wherein people

began to experience high fevers.

During this period, Rasulullah J%5.4{le once came out of his
home into the musjid and saw the Sahaabah #z&is; performing

their nafl salaah while seated on the ground (due to weakness).

Observing this, Rasulullah 5.5 said, “The salaah of the one
seated is half (in reward) compared to the salaah of the one
standing (unless the one seated is unable to stand or extremely

sick, as in this case, he will receive full reward).”*

In the narration of Musnad Ahmad, it is mentioned that as soon
as Hazrat Rasulullah Jz5.&5{lc mentioned this, the Sahaabah
#efiez; took it upon themselves to stand and perform the nafl

salaah (even though they were feeling weak).”

Hazrat Umar %28z Giving His Date Orchard in Sadaqah
due to Missing Salaah with Jamaat in the Musjid

It is reported that on one occasion, Hazrat Umar w@/_\j@/ went to
his date orchard in order to attend to a certain need. Thereafter,
when he returned from his orchard after attending to the need,

he found that the people had already completed performing the
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THE IMPORTANCE THE SAHAABAH jkfé@}’;j ATTACHED TO PERFORMING
SALAAH WITH JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

asr salaah in the musjid, and hence he had missed the jamaat

salaah in the musjid.

Hazrat Umar £24i; was so affected and his heart was filled with
such sorrow that he immediately exclaimed, “Innaa lillaahi wa
innaa ilayhi raaji’oon! I missed the asr salaah with jamaat in the

musjid!”

Thereafter, since the orchard had caused him to miss his salaah
in the musjid, Hazrat Umar £24i; gave the orchard in sadaqah to

atone for the salaah that he missed with jamaat.

Hence, Hazrat Umar #e&is; addressed those who were present
and said, “I make you all witness that I have given my orchard in

sadagah to the poor!”*

From this incident, we see the extent of Hazrat Umar’s Ledis;
grief for missing the salaah with jamaat in the musjid. This was
on account of him understanding the lofty and esteemed
position which salaah holds in deen and the great loss which one
will incur for not performing the salaah with jamaat in the

musjid.
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THE IMPORTANCE THE SALAF ATTACHED TO
PERFORMING SALAAH WITH JAMAAT IN
THE MUSJID

The Salaf Consoling One Another

Imaam Ghazaali iz has mentioned that the Salaf (pious
predecessors) would console each other for three days if they
missed the takbeer-e-ula (the first takbeer which commences the
salaah), and they would console each other for seven days if they

missed the salaah with jamaat.”

27 -

Hazrat Sa’eed bin Musayyib %13z

Abdul Malik bin Marwaan, during his lifetime, had forced people
to pledge allegiance to both his sons. His intention was that after

his demise, one of the two should succeed him as ruler.

s- -

Hazrat Sa’eed bin Musayyib iz did not wish to pledge
allegiance to the two sons of Abdul Malik, as he felt that one

cannot pledge allegiance to two people at one time.

8- -

At that time, Hazrat Sa’eed bin Musayyib iz was being

threatened with his life if he did not comply. Hence, his well-
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THE IMPORTANCE THE SALAF ATTACHED TO PERFORMING SALAAH WITH
JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

wishers came to him and advised him to go into hiding and

refrain from going to the musjid for salaah.

Hazrat Abdul Hakeem bin Abdillah bin Abi Farwah iz narrates
the following incident from a person who was present during
that time:

Taariq (the person who was appointed from the side of the king)
had said, “If Sa’eed bin Musayyib does not pledge allegiance, I
will definitely execute him.” We thus went to Sa’eed bin
Musayyib /%5 and spoke to him (trying to convince him to
pledge allegiance to save his life). However, he said, “I will not

pledge allegiance to two people.”

Someone then suggested to him that he go into hiding. To this,
he answered, “Is it possible for me to hide in a place where the
taqdeer of Allah will not reach me? (i.e. if it is written for me to

die, then death will come to me at its appointed time.)”

We then pleaded with him saying “Remain in your home.” When
he heard this, he responded, “When 1 can hear the mu’azzin
calling out, ‘Hayya alal falaah’ (come to success) then how can I

remain in my house and not respond by going to the musjid?”'®
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s

Hazrat Haatim Asamm {325

Hazrat Haatim Asamm iz mentioned, “I once missed salaah
with jamaat after which Abu Ishaaq Al-Bukhaari iz came
alone to console me. However, if one of my children had passed
away, more than ten thousand people would have consoled me.
The reason is that a loss in Deen is considered trivial and

insignificant by people compared to a loss in the dunya.”"

T8~ -

Hazrat Maimoon bin Mahraan 13z,

\}/ ~

Hazrat Maimoon bin Mahraan {iz; once arrived at the musjid,
only to be informed that the people had already departed (as the
salaah was over). Hearing this, he recited, “Innaa lillaahi wa
innaa ilaihi raaji'oon,” and then said, “The reward of performing
this salaah with jamaat is more beloved to me than being

appointed as governor of Iraq.”"*

Hazrat Ubaidullah bin Umar Qawaareeri iz

Hazrat Ubaidullah bin Umar Qawaareeri iz, was a great
Muhaddith and was the ustaaz of none other than Imaam

Bukhaari £2%; and Imaam Muslim 23%;. Allaamah Zahabi iz
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THE IMPORTANCE THE SALAF ATTACHED TO PERFORMING SALAAH WITH
JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

narrates the following incident from Hazrat Ubaidullah bin Umar

40iz5 who says:

I would never miss the Esha Salaah with jamaat. However, on one
occasion, I received a guest, and due to remaining occupied with

him, I missed the Esha Salaah with jamaat in the musjid.

As soon as I realized that I had missed the salaah with jamaat, I
set out and searched in all the musjids of Basrah, trying to get
the Esha Salaah with jamaat. However, I found that all the people
had completed the Esha Salaah and the musjids had already been

closed.

I thus returned home and thought to myself, “The Hadith
mentions that the salaah performed with jamaat is twenty-seven
times superior and more rewarding than the salaah performed
individually.” With this in mind, I performed the Esha Salaah

twenty-seven times.

That night, when I went to sleep, I had a dream in which I saw
that I was mounted on horseback among other people who were
also riding horses, and we were all racing with one another.
However, as much as I spurred my horse on, I could not catch up
with the others.

One of them then turned to me and said, “Do not blame your

horse, as you will not be able to catch up to us.” When I asked
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this person the reason, he replied, “We performed salaah with

jamaat, whereas you performed salaah alone.”

On awakening and realizing the great loss that I had incurred, I

was filled with grief and sorrow.'”

1‘\';/ ~

Hazrat Muhammad bin Samaa’ah 425

8-~

Hazrat Muhammad bin Samaa’ah %4z was a famous Fageeh and
saint. He passed away at the age of one hundred and three. He

used to perform two hundred rakaats of nafl salaah daily.

He writes the following, “For forty years, I never missed the first
takbeer of salaah with jamaat, except once when my mother had

passed away.” He also mentions:

On one occasion, I missed the salaah with jamaat. As I knew that
salaah with jamaat is twenty-five times superior to salaah
performed individually, I repeated this salaah twenty-five times

to compensate for the loss.

When I went to sleep, I had a dream in which I heard someone
saying to me, “Muhammad! You have repeated your salaah
twenty-five times (in the hope of compensating for the loss), but

what about the aameen of the angels?”"*
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THE IMPORTANCE THE SALAF ATTACHED TO PERFORMING SALAAH WITH
JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

After mentioning this incident in his kitaab, Fazaai’l-e-Aa’maal,
Hazrat Shaikhul Hadith, Moulana Muhammad Zakariyya iz,

said:

It is reported in many Ahaadith that when the imaam says
“aameen” after Surah Faatihah, the angels also say aameen, and
all the past sins of a person whose aameen coincides with that of
the angels are forgiven. Acquiring this virtue is only possible
through performing salaah with jamaat. Hence, when quoting

8- -

this incident, Moulana Abdul Hayy &%z wrote:

“Even if a person continues to repeat his salaah (individually) a
thousand times, he cannot get the collective blessing of
performing salaah with jamaat.” This is obvious, as one not only
loses the aameen with the angels, but also the blessings of the
congregation, the duas of the angels after the salaah, and many

other spiritual benefits.'”

Hazrat Umar bin Abdil Azeez 15z

Abdul Azeez bin Marwaan had sent his young son, Hazrat Umar
bin Abdul Azeez iz, to the blessed city of Madinah
Munawwarah to acquire the knowledge of Deen and learn

etiquette from the great personalities residing there.
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8- -

One of these personalities was Hazrat Saalih bin Kaysaan 414z,
to whom Abdul Azeez wrote a letter, requesting him to pay
special attention to the upbringing and development of his son,

s~

Hazrat Umar i5z5.

Hazrat Saalih bin Kaysaan &5, as the person responsible for
seeing to Hazrat Umar bin Abdul Azeez {425, would emphasize and

insist that he perform all his salaah with the jamaat in the musjid.

Hazrat Umar bin Abdul Azeez 53z was once delayed and missed
the salaah in the musjid. When Hazrat Saalih bin Kaysaan iz
asked him as to why he had missed the salaah, he replied, “My

slave girl was neatening my hair.”

8- -

Hazrat Saalih bin Kaysaan /4% was deeply disappointed and
remarked, “The importance that you show to neatening your

"1

hair has caused you to prefer it to even your salaah!

Hazrat Saalih bin Kaysaan 5z thereafter wrote to Abdul Azeez,
who was the governor of Egypt at the time, informing him of
what had transpired. Abdul Azeez, on reading the letter, was so
affected that he immediately dispatched a messenger to Madinah
Munawwarah. The messenger had strict instructions - shave the
head of Hazrat Umar bin Abdul Azeez iz before even speaking

to him."*
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THE IMPORTANCE THE SALAF ATTACHED TO PERFORMING SALAAH WITH
JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

Qaadhi Shamsuddeen Muhammad Al-Fanaari 54z

Hazrat Shamsuddeen Muhammad bin Hamzah bin Muhammad
Al-Fanaari i3z was a great Mufti and Qaadhi during the reign
of the Abbasid ruler, Baayazeed Khan. He was born in 751 A.H.
and was the grand teacher of the great scholar, Allaamah

\;/ —~

Jalaaluddeen Suyooti &

On one occasion, the ruler, Baayazeed Khan, entered the court of
Qaadhi Shamsuddeen 5iiiz; in order to testify in a certain case.
However, when he went forward to testify, Qaadhi Shamsuddeen

T

{0iz5; rejected his testimony.

Baayazeed Khan later asked the Qaadhi, “Why did you reject my
testimony?” In reply, Qaadhi Shamsuddeen i3z said, “You are
not a credible witness because you do not perform salaah with

jamaat in the musjid.”

On hearing this, Baayazeed Khan acknowledged his error and in
order to rectify it, he constructed a musjid opposite his palace.
He would thereafter perform every salaah with jamaat in that

musjid.'”
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THE IMPORTANCE OUR PI1OUS
PREDECESSORS ATTACHED TO PERFORMING
SALAAH WITH JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

Moulana Qaasim Nanotwi £iz5 and Shah Wasiyyullah

8- -

Qaari Ameer Hasan Saheb £iiz; once mentioned:

It was the habit of Hazrat Moulana Qaasim Nanotwi {5z that he
would commence preparing for salaah one hour in advance.
Similarly, when Shah Wasiyyullah &iiz5 used to travel to any
place, he would not enquire regarding the time of the jamaat in
the musjid, rather he would enquire about the time of azaan (so
that he could prepare for salaah well in advance and arrive in the

musjid at the time of the azaan or before the azaan).'”

27 -

Hazrat Moulana Yusuf Binnori £z
Hazrat Moulana Yusuf Ludhyaanwi {525 writes:

On one occasion, some people had requested Hazrat Moulana

S

Yusuf Binnori {iliz5 to come to the opening of their shop after

the Jumu’ah Salaah. In response, Hazrat Moulana i3z said to

them, “On Fridays, I perform Asr Salaah in my musjid. I will come
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with you for the opening of your shop after the Jumu’ah Salaah,
however you should ensure that I do not miss my asr salaah with
jamaat in the musjid.” They assured Hazrat Moulana £i%z; that
they would make the arrangements for him to make it to the

musjid in good time for the jamaat.

Generally, people are eager to take the Buzurgaan-e-Deen to
their places (homes, businesses, etc.), as they are concerned of
their own worldly interests (of acquiring barakah in their homes
and businesses). However, they are inconsiderate regarding the

interest of the Buzurgaan-e-Deen and others.

Hence, there was a delay in them returning, and by the time they
brought Hazrat Moulana £iz; back to the musjid for the asr
salaah, Hazrat Moulana 1325 found that the jamaat was already
over. Seeing this, Hazrat Moulana {i{z5; began to weep bitterly

and cry profusely.

s

Hazrat Moulana Yusuf Ludhyaanwi i3z says, “I was present at
that time, and I saw Hazrat Moulana %4z crying profusely. Then
while lamenting, Hazrat Moulana 55z said, “We do not possess
the reality of salaah in our lives. All we have is the imitation of
salaah. The correct manner of fulfilling the right of salaah is

unknown to us. We merely imitate Rasulullah 15.E4{le when



CHAPTER FIVE

we perform our salaah. If even this imitation does not remain

then what else do we have?”'”

8- -

Hazrat Moulana Binnori 4% mentioned this out of his
humility, that the only thing that he was holding onto was the
imitation of the salaah of Hazrat Rasulullah J&5.&i{ie, and by
them causing him to miss his salaah with jamaat in the musjid,
he had lost even that.

27 -

Hazrat Moulana Yaseen Saheb &3z

Hazrat Moulana Yaseen Saheb iz, the father of Mulfti
Muhammad Shafee’ Saheb iz, used to greatly emphasise the
importance of salaah with jamaat. In this regard, Hazrat Mulfti

Muhammad Rafee’ Uthmaani iz writes:
)

Salaah with jamaat was among the outstanding features in his
life together with his awraad (daily zikr and supplications),
ma’moolaat (devotional practices) and takbeer-e-ula. Towards
the end of his life, when he was constantly afflicted with various
ailments and illnesses, he would find it difficult to even move
about. Despite this, he would be the first person to reach the

musjid for jamaat salaah.

During his final illness, despite being afflicted with severe bouts

of diarrhoea and a high fever, he would walk to the musjid with
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the support of his walking stick. Eventually, when this became
unmanageable, he was forced to perform his salaah at home for

approximately five to six days.

During that period, he once mentioned to his son, Mufti
Muhammad Shafee’ {525, “Shafee™! It seems that 1 will pass
away on account of this diarrhoea. However, I am not grieved by
this, for the Hadith has counted this as a form of shahaadat

(martyrdom).”

It was the time of Maghrib on a Thursday night when his
condition had seriously deteriorated and it seemed that he was
approaching the throes of death. At that time, my respected
grandmother addressed my father saying, “Do not go to the
musjid to perform your Maghrib Salaah. Read your salaah at

home (in case he needs you).”

However, my grandfather was such an ardent lover of jamaat
salaah in the musjid that even in this pitiful state, he said to my
father, “No! Go to the musjid to perform salaah!” Accordingly,
my beloved father fulfilled his instruction.

The next morning, at the time of subah saadiq, he awakened my
father saying, ‘Hurry up! I have to clean myself! My namaaz

should not be made qadhaa!”

After cleaning him and changing his clothing, he said, “Lift me
up so that I can make wudhu.” As my respected father lifted him,
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he noticed that his limbs were motionless and his eyes were

raised to the sky. His condition had suddenly changed.

After being made to lie down, he felt at ease, and in this state, he
began to engage in zikr, taubah, istighfaar, etc. Then, he
suddenly said to my grandmother, “Rasul magbool Jz. k...

This was all that could be heard clearly. He said a few other
words which seemed to be ‘tashreef laaye (has arrived i.e. he said
“Rasulullah Jz.E4(le has arrived”).” The pangs of death had
now commenced and he began reciting the kalimah until his

voice subsided but his tongue was still in motion.

Eventually, there was total silence, and the reality of his constant

dua materialised. His constant dua was:
BT TPy Wy PN
“0 Allah! When the time approaches for my soul to return

Allow my lips to be engaged in reciting Laa ilaaha illallah™*°

Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Shafee’ Saheb iz writes explaining
the daily routine of his father, Hazrat Moulana Muhammad

5o -

Yaseen Saheb $iiz;:

After lunch, he would never take his qailoolah (siesta) at home.

Rather, he would rest in a room adjacent to the musjid so that

Ve

YY o el gas ol

>22¢
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nothing could become an obstacle in his performing the Zuhr
Salaah with jamaat in the musjid. This was his routine for his

entire life.

Towards the latter part of his life when he had become
exceptionally weak, it became extremely difficult for him to
leave the home in the severe heat and hot wind. Thereafter, on
the insistence of some people who were very close to him, he
would rest at home. Despite this, he still deemed it necessary to

go to the musjid for Zuhr Salaah.

Punctuality on jamaat salaah in the musjid was a distinct quality
in all the mureeds of Hazrat Moulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi

{0425, Hence, following the teaching of his Shaikh, my father also

placed a lot of emphasis on this.

Even when it was raining heavily, he would not allow his jamaat
salaah in the musjid to be missed. At the time of Esha and Fajr,
when the path to the musjid would be dark and muddy because
of the rain, he would proceed to the musjid holding an umbrella

in one hand and a lantern in the other.

Once, there was a heavy downpour at the time of Fajr. At that
time, I had completed my formal studies and had begun teaching
in Darul Uloom Deoband. I did not have the courage to go to the
musjid due to the torrential rain. Thus, thinking this to be a valid
Shar’ee excuse, I performed my salaah at home. However, even

in this condition, my father went to the musjid.
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Upon reaching the musjid, he found that there was no one else
present besides the mu’azzin. Hence, they both performed salaah

with jamaat.

When he returned home, he reprimanded me saying, “Masha-
Allah! You have become an Aalim! You are able to quote the
Ahaadith of rukhsat (concession), but tell me, if the Ulama
continue looking for concessions, who will then practise upon
azeemat (leaving the concession and fulfilling the original

injunction)? These masaajid will remain deserted.”*"

Hazrat Moulana As’adullah Saheb iz

8- -

Hazrat Qaari Siddeeq Ahmad Baandwi {5 once mentioned the
following regarding his Shaikh, Hazrat Moulana As’adullah Saheb

AeSH

Hazrat Naazim Saheb (Moulana As’adullah) iz seldom
travelled, fearing that he would miss his salaah with jamaat in

the musjid and his takbeer-e-ula.

On one occasion, he had to go to Deoband to visit Hazrat Qaari
Muhammad Tayyib Saheb %4z, Prior to the journey, he drew up
an itinerary for the journey and found out the times for the

various trains.
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He then avoided travelling on those trains where there was a
possibility of missing his salaah with jamaat in the musjid. It was
his habit to only travel on those trains where he would not miss

his salaah with jamaat in the musjid.

In this manner, we travelled to Deoband, and after meeting with

Hazrat Qaari Muhammad Tayyib Saheb iz, we quickly

returned.

On our return as well, he was very careful and ensured that no

salaah was missed with takbeer-e-ula.”***

Hazrat Qaari Siddeeq Ahmad Baandwi £iiiz5 mentioned another
incident that had transpired during the days he spent serving his
Shaikh, Hazrat Moulana As’adullah Saheb %iz;. He says:

I used to help Hazrat Naazim Saheb 53z to make wudhu. Hazrat

{0iz; was very particular about performing every salaah with

jamaat in the musjid.

Vs~

Throughout my student days, I never saw Hazrat {iz; missing
out even one salaah with takbeer-e-ula. He always went to the
musjid immediately after the azaan was given. After Maghrib
Salaah, he would remain standing in Awwaabeen Salaah for long
periods, and I would remain seated behind him. Sometimes, he

would ask for water to drink between rakaats, but he would only
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have one sip. I felt that he was merely asking for water to see

whether I was there or not.

Once, a meeting was held with the shurah (council) members of
the Madrasah. Hazrat iz, was also a member of the shurah.
During the meeting, the azaan was called out and the time for

jamaat commenced. However, for some reason, Hazrat :&T@

could not leave the meeting immediately.

The meeting terminated exactly at the time of the salaah, and
Hazrat’s iz office was some distance away from the musjid.
Hence, I became very perplexed and did not know what to do. I

s- ~

filled the water jug and waited for Hazrat £iiizs.

The jamaat had already commenced when I saw Hazrat iz
walking hastily towards me. I immediately began pouring water
for him to make wudhu. The salaah was almost over when Hazrat
{05z asked me, “Is there any musjid where we can perform our
salaah with takbeer-e-ula?” Someone mentioned that we may

perhaps get the takbeer-e-ula at a musjid near the Madrasah.

We immediately set off for that musjid, but found that
unfortunately, the salaah there was completed as well. Hazrat

{05z was extremely grieved, but another person told him that

there was perhaps hope of getting the jamaat in another musjid.

We immediately rushed off to that musjid, but unfortunately, the
salaah was over in this musjid as well. Hazrat iz; was now

even more grieved. Eventually, someone told him that in a
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certain orchard, there is a musjid where salaah is performed very

late. Very few people gather there for salaah.

When Hazrat {05z heard this, it was as though new life had

come into him. That orchard was approximately 200 meters

;//

away. On that day, we witnessed how fast Hazrat ¥z could
walk. He walked so swiftly that I had to literally run behind him
to keep up.

As we approached the orchard, we saw some people standing.

From a distance, Hazrat 24z, indicated to them to wait. When

Ts -~

Hazrat {5z reached the musjid, the people told him that they

were waiting for a servant of Allah J&3( to arrive and lead the

\,n/ ~

salaah. Hazrat &4z, performed his salaah with jamaat, with the

takbeer-e-ula, and then returned to the Madrasah. '

Hazrat Moulana Khaleel Ahmad Sahaaranpuri Saheb
ﬁ?/ -

iz

Explaining the importance that Hazrat Moulana Khaleel Ahmad

\;/ ~

Sahaaranpuri iz showed to the performance of salaah with
jamaat, especially in the Haram Shareef, Mufti Aashiq Ilaahi

8o~

Meerati iz writes the following:
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CHAPTER FIVE

At all times, salaah with jamaat in the musjid would be the
source of pleasure and joy for Hazrat Moulana Khaleel Ahmad
Saheb Diiz5. Hence, one can well imagine the extent of his joy

when it came to salaah in the Haram Shareef.

;//

It would be impossible for any one of Hazrat’s £iiiz5 associates to
declare that he had witnessed Hazrat {5z either missing the
takbeer-e-ula, missing the first saff or not standing on the right
of the imaam. Despite the heat being so intense that by merely
placing one’s foot on the ground, blisters would begin to appear,

Hazrat 5%z would hurriedly walk to the Haram Shareef so that

he may perform his salaah in the first saff near the imaam.

I clearly remember that on one occasion, we experienced
torrential rain after the Maghrib Salaah. On seeing the heavy
downpour, some of our companions began saying that the
concession in the Hadith “ S, & 1, ¥ (Perform your salaah at
home i.e. due to the severe rain) could now be practised.
However, no sooner did the sound of the azaan fall on Hazrat’s

{05z ears, he immediately turned to me and said, “Come, let us

go for namaaz.”

Despite my spirits being low at that time, [ mustered the courage
to accompany Hazrat :4iz; to the Haram Shareef. I took a
lantern with me while Hazrat &% took a container of water.
This confused me, as Hazrat iz had already performed wudhu.
Hazrat 50525 then explained, “It is possible that our feet will

become soiled with mud while walking to the Haram Shareef.
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Hence, we shall use this water to wash our feet at the entrance of

the Haram Shareef so that we do not soil the Haram Shareef.”

Prior to this, I had not witnessed or even seen the state of
Makkah Mukarramah with rain and mud. As we stepped onto the
road, it seemed as if the ground was gripping our feet (due to the
mud). With each step, I wished that Hazrat 214z would turn back

and practise on the concession.

I fully understood that this was difficult for Hazrat 525, yet he
was still walking ahead of me. Each one of us had an umbrella in
one hand while I held the lantern in the other hand and Hazrat
{Wi%5 had the container of water in his other hand. We walked to
the end of the bazaar until we reached the road. Thereafter, we
only needed to cross the road in order to reach the Haram

Shareef.

As we arrived at the road, we found that it was covered by a
stream of water that was 25 - 30 feet wide and was flowing very
strongly. I became afraid of crossing the stream and was

convinced that Hazrat iz would now decide to turn back.

\\z; said, “Fold the

umbrellas and pull up your trousers (to your knees). Take off

Contrary to my expectation, Hazrat iz
your shoes, place them under your arms and we shall hold each

other’s hands and step into the water. I have heard that these

streams carry a lot of stones and there is a fear of falling.”
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That wonderful spectacle is still before my eyes - walking
barefoot with our trousers folded to our knees, holding each
other’s hands like a pair of scissors and with the umbrellas
hanging on our arms. Hazrat i3z then recited, “Bismillaahi

majrehaa” and placed his foot into the fast flowing stream.

Since the water was flowing downstream and the path was steep,
it carried along all sizes of stones and pebbles. They were flowing
with such force that it was as if one was being struck with
bullets. As we walked further, the water began to reach my knees
and T was on the verge of falling. However, Hazrat i3z quickly

held my arms firmly and saved me from falling.

With firm reliance on Allah 1&;3%, we finally reached Baabus-
Safaa. As we climbed the steps, Hazrat {ili%; rinsed his feet,
placed his shoes in the rack and then entered the Haram Shareef

reciting the masnoon dua.”"*

Hazrat Moulana Zafar Ahmad Uthmaani &z relates the

following incident:

I remained for six years in the khidmat (service) of Hazrat

Moulana Khaleel Ahmad Sahaaranpuri Z4%;. During this period,

\,/ —~

I never witnessed Hazrat & missing his takbeer-e-ula.

8- -

However, there was one occasion when Hazrat’s iz mouth

began to bleed continuously while making wudhu for Fajr Salaah.
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Hazrat 3% then sent a message to the musjid with one of his
attendants instructing that the jamaat should not be delayed for
his sake. This was the only time that I had witnessed Hazrat
{3z missing the takbeer-e-ula, though he completed the wudhu

1115

and managed to get the first rakaat.

Hazrat Moulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi %35

Hazrat Moulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi £z had once attended
the dastaarbandi jalsah (graduation) in Deoband. On account of
the large crowd and the multitudes of people greeting him, there

was a slight delay in him coming to the musjid.

When he had reached the musjid, the giraat of the salaah had
already commenced. After the salaah was over, it was noticed
that Hazrat {iiiz5 was overcome by extreme grief and remorse.
With intense anguish, he said, “How sad it is that today, after

twenty-two years, I have missed my takbeer-e-ula!l”'*°

/.a,//

Moulana Muhammed Ilyaas i

8- -

Moulana Muhammed Ilyaas &4z showed great importance to

performing salaah with jamaat in the musjid, to such an extent
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that even in his final illness, he ensured that he performed every

salaah with jamaat in the musjid until he passed away.

\;/ —~

Moulana Manzoor Nu'maani 45z, mentions that while he was

present in Nizaamuddeen (at the very end of the life of Moulana

\s/ —~ \;/ -

Muhammad Ilyaas #iiz5), Moulana’s s weakness had
increased to the extent that he was no longer able to stand
unassisted. Those whom Allah 1535 had blessed to be in his
service would need to give him support in order to assist him to

stand.

At the time of salaah, his attendants would help him to stand,
and while supporting him, they would bring him to the front of

the musjid and make him stand on the imaam’s musallah.

The moment he stood on the musallah and called out the
takbeer, he would suddenly regain his strength, and no one knew
where this strength came from. He would perform the entire
salaah standing and performing the rukoo and sajdah like a
healthy person. During the salaah, Moulana 4z did not require

support or assistance from any person.

However, as soon as he made salaam and completed the salaah,
his weakness would return, to the extent that he was unable to
even sit properly. His attendants would then assist him to place

his back against the wall and sit comfortably.

After a few days, his weakness increased to the point where he

was unable to lead the salaah as imaam. Now, when the

102



THE IMPORTANCE OUR PIOUS PREDECESSORS ATTACHED TO PERFORMING
SALAAH WITH JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

congregation would stand to perform salaah and the iqgaamah
would be called out, his attendants would assist him to stand in
the first saff where he would perform the entire salaah behind

the imaam while standing.

After a few days, his weakness increased even more. Now,
Moulana /4%, was unable to stand and perform salaah, and
hence his attendants would make him sit in the first saff where

he would perform the salaah sitting.

In his final days, when he was so weak and sick that he was
unable to even perform salaah sitting, then his attendants would
bring him into the musjid and place him in the end of the first
saff, on one side of the musjid, where Moulana £&iz; would

perform his salaah lying down.

This was the great importance which he showed to salaah, where
even in this state, he did not want to leave out performing salaah

with jamaat in the musjid.""’
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CHAPTER SIX

THE FATAAWA OF THE AKAABIR REGARDING
PERFORMING SALAAH WITH JAMAAT IN
THE MUSJID

Fatwa of Mufti Abdur Raheem Laajpuri 53z
Question:

If a person misses the salaah in the musjid with jamaat, should he
perform salaah with his wife at home with jamaat, or should he

perform his salaah alone?
Answer:

If the salaah in the musjid is already over, or due to a valid
Shar’ee excuse, a person is unable to go to the musjid for salaah,
it is better for him to perform his salaah in jamaat at home with

the womenfolk e.g. his wife, mother, sister, etc.

If he is making jamaat with only one woman, she will stand
behind him, not at his side as a man would, for then the salaah

will be invalid.
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It is important to note that it is regarded a sin for one to
habitually perform salaah at home without a valid Shar’ee
excuse. One who continuously does this is not only falling into a
serious sin, but in the wording of the Hadith, he is worthy of
being termed a Munaafiq (Hypocrite).

Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood 24 said:
L;M:JU@L\o\falu@f}mw&gywylswsfkujw@w
Melall b s el o
During the lifetime of Nabi 3544\, none would omit the jamaat
salaah in the musjid except an open Munadafiq (an open Hypocrite), to
such an extent that even a sick person would not remain absent from

the congregational salaah in the musjid. Rather, he would be taken to

the musjid while being supported on the shoulders of two men.”

Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood 224is; then further said:
o 5y S T S 3 i s o L S 3 el T S
i
If you perform the fardh salaah in your homes, as so-and-so is doing,

you will be discarding the emphasized sunnah of your Nabi Js« i,

AR}
Tot bl Gl mmo g

AR

Tot bl Gl mo



THE FATAAWA OF THE AKAABIREEN REGARDING PERFORMING SALAAH WITH
JAMAAT IN THE MUSJID

and as soon as you will abandon his mubaarak sunnah, you will

certainly go astray.'”

Tt

Fatwa of Mufti Mahmoodul Hasan Gangohi 2325

Question:

5o -

Hazrat Moulana Ashraf Ali Thaanwi %5z has written in one of
his kitaabs (I am unable to recall the name of the kitaab), and
Moulana Sayyid Fakhruddeen &4z has also written in one of the
parts of “s=d la)” that without a valid excuse, it is not
permissible to perform the fardh salaah in any place besides the

musjid.

They showed this to be the ruling of the Hanafi Mazhab and they
also wrote that it is permissible to perform salaah in jamaat at
home with one’s household members. However, this is only
permissible in the case where one has missed the jamaat in the

musjid. Is this correct?
Answer:

If there is a musjid nearby, and despite not having an excuse, a
person leaves performing salaah in the musjid and instead
performs salaah at home, then though his obligation will be

fulfilled, he has greatly deprived himself.
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The Hadith states:

M\QYLM\J&SW&Y

There is no salaah for the neighbour of the musjid except in the musjid.

If one goes to the musjid and discovers that the jamaat is already
finished then he should go home and make jamaat with his
household. To totally abandon performing salaah in the musjid is

a sin.
Bl e JB (255) aalal) adey rly By Jlr ) 50530 2w 2slety

\\'\(L;QL;';) wslgd 359 e de M S QTQ—"’ sl kSLG J (&;—&)“j

Second Fatwa of Mufti Mahmoodul Hasan Gangohi 24z
Question:

In a certain house or room, there are approximately twenty
students who perform their fardh salaah. There is a Jaami’ Musjid

nearby where the Jumu’ah Salaah is performed.

In this situation, is it permissible for them to perform jumu’ah
Salaah in the house? If Jumu’ah Salaah is permissible in the
house, then will the ruling of permissibility change due to the
fact that this jamaat will clash with the existing jamaat in the

musjid and will lead to a rift in the community?

Yy
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Answer:

Every salaah should be performed in the musjid. To abandon
salaah in the musjid without a valid Shar’ee excuse and
deliberately perform salaah at home is to violate the right of the
musjid - especially in the case of the Jumu’ah Salaah. For the
Jumu’ah Salaah, one should make a point of going to the musjid.

Do not ever perform the Jumu’ah Salaah in your home."”

Yy
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Fatwa of Mufti Mahmood %5z of Multan
Question;
What is the ruling regarding the following:

1. Due to a valid excuse, Zaid is unable to go to the musjid. He
therefore performs salaah at home in jamaat with his wife and
daughter. He sometimes makes jamaat with only his daughter,
sometimes with only his wife, and sometimes with only a young boy

who is not baaligh. In these situations, will the jamaat be correct?

2. When the imaam has only one male as a mugtadi, the mugqtadi
will stand to the immediate right of the imaam with his heels
slightly behind the heels of the imaam. When Zaid is making
jamaat with just his wife or just his daughter, will they stand in
the same way or is there a different way in which they have to

stand? Please explain in detail.
Answer:

1. To habitually leave out performing salaah with jamaat in the
musjid without a valid Shar’ee excuse is a sin, and to do so
continuously is fisq (transgression). If one happened to miss the
jamaat in the musjid, then he should perform that salaah at
home in jamaat with the womenfolk and children, as mentioned
in “J=l ,0”. From the Hadith of Hazrat Rasulullah JZ. ke

burning the houses of those who perform salaah at home, it is
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proven that men should not make jamaat at home without a

valid excuse. They must come to the musjid and join the jamaat.

2. It is makrooh for a man to make imaamat of women in the
situation where there is no other man or woman who is his
mahram e.g. his wife, mother, sister, etc. If there is another man
or woman who is his mahram, it will no longer be makrooh. When
the mugqtadi is a woman or girl who is not yet baaligh, whether

one or more in number, they will stand behind the imaam.
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CHAPTER SIX

Fatwa of Moulana Zafar Ahmad Thaanwi 325
Question;

The Fuqahaa have written that to perform the five daily salaah
with jamaat is sunnah mu’akkadah, close to waajib. Does this
ruling apply to the musjid of the locality and the inhabitants of

that locality only or is it a general ruling?

For example, if some people of the locality perform salaah with
jamaat in one of the homes, will they be absolved from joining
the jamaat in the musjid? Similarly, if one of the inhabitants of
the locality needs to go out of the locality, so he makes jamaat in
the musjid with three or four people, before the jamaat of the
musjid takes place, and then he leaves the locality, will he be

absolved from joining the jamaat of the musjid?

Besides the musjid of the locality, if a person is on safar, or
although he does not qualify as a musaafir in Shari‘ah, he has
travelled out of his town to another place, will it still be

necessary for him to join the jamaat in the musjid?

Another question is regarding the warning mentioned in the
Hadith against leaving out jamaat - does the warning only apply
to those who totally abandon performing salaah in jamaat or
does it also apply to those who do not join the jamaat in the
musjid? Most of the kitaabs do not show a difference or give

more detail which is why some people have adopted the view
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that jamaat itself, in general, is emphasized (whether in the

musjid or in some other place).
Answer:

To perform the five daily salaah in the musjid of the locality is
not only sunnah mu’akkadah, but is waajib in the Hanafi Mazhab.
If one makes jamaat at home, he will receive the reward of
jamaat, but he will also be sinful for omitting the sunnah

mu’akkadah and waajib.
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This shows that jamaat is waajib. As for the proof that jamaat in
the musjid is waajib, then all the Hanafi Fuqahaa are unanimous
and have concurred that responding to the azaan is waajib. The
difference of opinion lies only in whether it is waajib to respond

verbally or by physically proceeding to the musjid.

In Noorul Idhaah and Maraagqil Falaah, Allaamah Shurumbulaali

s -

{0&z5 has been quoted as mentioning that both are waajib.
However, Allaamah Qaadhi Khan i, Allaamah Halwaani 2015z
and other Fuqahaa are of the view that only “,ul a)”
(responding by physically proceeding to the musjid) is waajib,
whereas verbally responding to the azaan by repeating the

words of the mu’azzin is mustahab.
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In this quotation, it is clear that the meaning of “,ul 21»)” is to
respond by physically proceeding to the musjid and performing
salaah with jamaat.
hars ol et 1l S3g tam dons (3 Relad) 45l 13] L B 5 (3
sy @l 1 Ob I o psly madll (3 1S aslad) I Ly on o8
Y o desld) (SL G a3y oA e die sl 0L 7 Olaly aslid
)u'swyv-lmjw&\ydﬁwgwwM@)\Sé\.ﬂcﬁgﬁé
(oA+/V) domedd 3 Y] el

From this quotation, it is evident that it is only permissible to
make jamaat at home when one was unable to make it to the
musjid for jamaat. If jamaat has not yet taken place in the musjid,

it will not be permissible to make jamaat at home.

The author of Al-Bahrur Raa’iq has mentioned:
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Here, it is clearly mentioned that making jamaat at home is a
bid’ah and makrooh. In other words, when there was a chance of

him joining the jamaat in the musjid but he missed the jamaat,
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then by making jamaat at home, he will receive the reward of
jamaat. However, if he intentionally delayed and missed the
jamaat due to laziness or some similar reason, he will be sinful
for abandoning the jamaat in the musjid. If he missed the jamaat
due to a valid Shar’ee excuse, he will not be sinful. Therefore, the

general ruling given by the author of Qunyah:
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- Is not correct as the statements of the Ulama of the mazhab
explicitly contradict it. Furthermore, the views narrated in

Qunyah are regarded as weak, and this view, in specific, even
contradicts the Saheeh Ahaadith.
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Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood %z&iss; would say, “Whoever wishes to
meet Allah tomorrow (i.e. on the Day of Qiyaamah) as a Muslim, he
should guard his five daily salaah through performing them at a place
where the azaan is called out (i.e. the musjid). Allah has prescribed for
His Nabi <44 Sunan-e-Huda (such acts of worship which are

guidance for you through and through), and verily these (i.e. performing
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the fardh salaah in the musjid) are from the Sunan-e-Huda (i.e. the
prescribed acts of worship in Deen). I do not know of any of you who
does not have an area in his home reserved for performing (nafl) salaah.
If you perform the fardh salaah in your homes and abandon your
musjids, you will be discarding the emphasized sunnah of your Nabi
146, and as soon as you will abandon his sunnah, you will

certainly go astray.'”

In the narration of Saheeh Muslim, Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood
kel is reported to have said, “Indeed, Rasulullah .

taught us the Sunan-e-Huda, and from the Sunan-e-Huda is to

perform salaah in the musjid where azaan is called out.”

This Hadith clearly states that it is sunnah mu’akkadah to
perform the fardh salaah in the musjid, and has referred to

performing salaah at home as being “misguidance”.
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Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas &=is; reports that Hazrat Rasulullah
5@ said, “The one who hears the azaan and does not respond (by
going to the musjid and performing salaah with jamaat), then there is

no salaah for him (i.e. though he will be absolved of the obligation, he

will receive no reward).”
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Hazrat Ali 25z reports that Hazrat Rasulullah J5:&4 said,

“There is no salaah for the neighbour of the musjid except in the

musjid.”

The person who intends traveling a distance less than the safar
distance is classified a mugeem. Regarding salaah in the musjid
being waajib, the Fuqahaa have made an exception for the
musaafir. Hence, it is waajib for this person (who is not traveling
the Shar’ee distance of safar) to perform salaah in the musjid
with jamaat, unless he qualifies for concession on the grounds of
another Shar’ee excuse. The different reasons due to which one
receives concession are mentioned with detail in the kitaabs of
Figh.'”
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